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Ashton Reservoir to Draw Down as
Construction Begins Again

After a relatively quiet phase in the Ashton Dam Remediation
Project, construction began again on August 15. The remaining rock
wall between the bypass tunnel and the reservoir will be removed
through a combination of blasting and excavation. The reservoir
draw down will start between August 22nd to 24th and it will take
about 10 days for the reservoir to be lowered an additional 17 feet,
the first time in nearly 100 years the reservoir will be this low.

Public access will be prohibited to Ashton Reservoir and the island
directly below the dam during the draw down. However, the boat
take-out near Hwy 20 will remain open during this time. During the
draw down, there will be times that water flow levels below the
dam fluctuate, both during blasting and as needed to control the
movement of the accumulated sediment in the reservoir bottom.
There will also be times, hopefully brief, when the water clarity is
reduced as blasting debris and reservoir sediments pass through
the bypass tunnel.

Water turbidity below the dam will be monitored with real-time
stations by PacifiCorp and the Idaho Department of Environmental
Quality. HFF has also assisted Idaho Fish and Game Department
and PacifiCorp with pre-construction spawning gravel assessments.
HFF staff will continue to be in close contact with both PacifiCorp
and IDEQ throughout the project.

Photo: The Ashton Dam bypass tunnel (outlet shown in photo) was
opened in June of this year to accommodate the record-high river
runoff.




Henry's Fork Day XXVII a Great
Success!

Thank you to everyone who made the June
18, 2011 Henry's Fork Day a great success!
With over 200 items donated and more than
400 supporters in attendance, this event
was one of the best attended and most
successful events in our history. We
appreciate your generosity and support! We
couldn't do the work of protecting,
conserving, and restoring the Henry's Fork
without you!

Congratulations to Jeff Roberts of Medina,
WA as this year's Clackacraft drift boat winner (photo right). And special thanks to Clackacraft for
the boat.
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