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The Henry's Fork Foundation (HFF) is pleased to 
announce that Brandon Hoffner recently accepted 
the position of Executive Director, replacing 
Steve Trafton. Brandon has the perfect blend 
of experience and enthusiasm to forward HFF's 
mission of conserving, protecting, and restoring 
one of the most fragile and important watersheds 
in America. Brandon and his family just moved to 
Ashton, Idaho – a stone’s throw from HFF’s offices 
– where he took the reins of the Foundation on 
September 26.

Brandon joins us directly from his position as 
Lands Program Manager with the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation (RMEF). In that role, he provided 
field-based leadership and management for 
RMEF's land-protection program in Colorado and 
New Mexico, including donated and purchased 
conservation easements, assembling land 
exchanges, and facilitating land donations. 

Prior to working as Lands Program Manager with 
RMEF, Brandon's conservation efforts included 
working as the Wyoming Landscape Conservation 
Initiative Coordinator for the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department, as Regional Director with RMEF 
in southern Idaho, as a bison ranch manager in 
Goshen County, Wyoming, and as a Fisheries 
Technician with Colorado State University.

Brandon graduated Cum Laude from Colorado 
State University in 2001, earning a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Wildlife Biology. He’s also 
completed extensive postgraduate work at a 
number of institutions, including GIS courses 
at Idaho State University in Pocatello, business 
courses for ranching through Ranch Management 

Consultants, Inc. as well as numerous continuing 
education courses in conservation planning, 
environmental compliance, water quality, hydrology, 
and cultural resources. 

Brandon is married to Rochelle Reed Hoffner, who 
was proudly raised in nearby Ririe, Idaho and 
graduated from Idaho State University with a degree 
in elementary education. After teaching in the Salida, 
Colorado school district for the past three years, 
Rochelle is looking forward to being a stay-at-home 
mom to daughters Mariya (age 7), Lily (age 3), and 
newborn Gracie. See page 3 for more information 
about Brandon Hoffner.

Meet Brandon Hoffner, HFF’s New Executive Director 

Henry’s Fork Foundation
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Message From the Chair
For the past several months, the Foundation’s Board 
of Directors has been actively engaged in the search 
for HFF’s next Executive Director. The search task 
force utilized the talents and skill sets of three HFF 
Board members: Robert Dotson, John Hoagland, and 
Steve Born, each bringing their unique backgrounds 
and experiences to the process of identifying our new 
Director, Brandon Hoffner. Thanks to this special group 
for its dedicated efforts. (To learn more about Brandon, 
read Board member Margaret Kruke’s interview with 
him on page 3 of this issue). 

Brandon will be joining HFF at the end of September, beginning his new 
position with a full menu of ongoing activities. Fortunately, he’ll have the 
benefit of our highly skilled staff, which has kept the Foundation operating 
smoothly during the absence of an Executive Director.  

I’m pleased to report that HFF’s financial situation is (in spite of these 
unpredictable economic times) very stable, which will help give Brandon time 
to focus on becoming acquainted with the stakeholders in the watershed as 
we move forward in a new chapter of Foundation work. You can rest assured 
that the HFF Board and Staff are fully confident of Brandon’s abilities to lead 
the Foundation and meet the ongoing challenges, both immediate and those 
that lie ahead.

Under Brandon’s leadership, HFF is poised to move to new and higher levels. 
Not only will HFF continue in a leadership role within the watershed, but 
you can expect to see serious growth in our membership base, which will 
equate to more capacity to conserve, protect, and restore the Henry’s Fork 
Watershed.

If you haven’t visited the Foundation’s website, www.henrysfork.org, 
lately, please do so. I’m convinced that you’ll recognize a new level of 
communication that your organization has achieved. Look forward to more 
meaningful information delivered to you via our website as we continue to 
develop its content and potential. 

The HFF Board of Directors will be meeting at the end of September to begin 
the important work of crafting a 2012 annual operating plan, as well as 
drafting a financial budget that maximizes the use of our resources. You can 
trust that the Board, Staff, and new Executive Director are all on the same 
page in our efforts to make the Henry’s Fork a better place for living and 
recreating.  

Enjoy your time in the Watershed!  

Layne Hepworth
Board Chair

606 Main Street
Ashton, Idaho 83420
208-652-3567
hff@henrysfork.org
www.henrysfork.org
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Q & A With Brandon Hoffner
Continued from page 1

Q. What do you view as your biggest challenge as you 
take the helm at HFF?

A. There are several. The first will be to replace Steve 
Trafton, who did an amazing job, and certainly HFF's 
track record in recent years speaks to his leadership 
ability. 

Another challenge will be stepping into a leadership 
position and coming up to speed on a variety of 
complex issues. Needless to say, I plan to do a lot of 
listening and learning about the watershed when I 
come on board, and I know that the staff will be there 
to provide the background I need to be successful. 

The final challenge will be to integrate my family into 
the community and ensure that they are content while 
I'm juggling the demands of my new position. Once 
again, I'm fortunate to have so many people willing to 
help with this.

Q.  Based on your initial take, what appears to be the 
greatest opportunity? 

A.  The Henry's Fork is a unique and incredible resource 
that the local community, people across the country, 
and people across the world have a deep connection 

to. Because the Henry's Fork is a working river, there 
are plenty of opportunities for improvement as well as 
numerous threats to the health of the watershed. It 
demands constant stewardship to maximize all of its 
uses. I think, too, that HFF is only beginning to scratch 
the surface when it comes to cultivating major donors 
to the foundation and then turning that investment into 
results for the health of the watershed. 

Q.  What are you and your family anticipating with this 
move to Ashton?

A.  We're especially excited about joining this 
community and living in town, without having to give 
up all the winter and summer activities we love. We 
want to belong to this community, and I love high 
school football, so I’m excited about getting to my first 
game in Ashton.

Q.  What are you most looking forward to as you arrive 
at the Henry’s Fork Foundation?

A.  I’m looking forward to really getting to know 
the incredibly strong staff that's already in place at 
the Foundation. I’m also anxious to develop new 
opportunities and to build on the work that's already 
been done.

Q.  What are some of the opportunities you are already 
thinking about?

A.  I'm especially excited about growing our 
membership base. I also see a lot of opportunities 
to frame the river as part of a larger landscape. For 
example, how HFF can work with other organizations 
and other potential partners on issues where we haven't 
been active before, such as forest health and water 
quality. Needless to say, there are more opportunities 
than I can see right now, so I’m looking forward 
to getting to know the area, the people, and the 
landscape. 

Q.  What should we know about you that we don’t 
know?

A.  That I cry at patriotic movies, and that I’ll be putting 
in for a permit to run the Middle Fork of the Salmon 
again as soon as I can!

Q.  What do you like to do with your personal time? 
What are some of your interests?

A.  After living in populous Colorado, I think we are 
looking for a little solitude, the kind of solitude Fremont 
County offers. As for activities, I have a lot – floating 
rivers, fishing, archery elk hunting, upland bird hunting, 
gardening, and reading. 

Brandon rowing his family down the Arkansas River. 

3 www.henrysfork.org
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Henry's Fork Day 2011 Donors
Thank you for your generosity!

Abbott's Variety Store
Albert F Knight
All Cast Fly Casting     		
   Championships
Andy Anderson Photo
Angus and Margaret Wurtele
Anna Lindstedt
Anthony and Irene Rampton
Arrick’s Fly Shop
Art and Mary Jo Shartsis
Audrey and Donald Hill
B Bricker
Baker Salisbury
Bank of Idaho
Beartooth FlyFishing
Bennett Leeper
Bill and Debby Hackett
Bill and Nancy Goodman
Bill Lanzoni
Bill Swan
Bird Dog Embroidery
Blackwater Fish Replicas
Blue Ribbon Flies
Bob and Ellen Stantus
Bob and Susan Rosenberg
Bob Burkheimer
Bob Jacklin
Bob Lamm
Brad and Sherie Smith
Brad Richey
Braide Sessions
Branden Born
Bren Dismuke
Brent Cameron
Brent Gruvman
Brent Nickerson
Brent Wilson
Brooks Stratmore
Bruce Edwards
Bruce Grosbety
Bruce Raskin and Kathleen    	
   Boone
Bruce Staples
Bud Lilly's Trout Shop
Bud's Eastside Liquors
Buffalo Run RV Park
Burley Iron Works
Calico Italian Restaurant
Carl Ronk
Carl Solden
Carlos Gomez
Carolyn and Kent Peterson
Cathy Munson
Chad Hill
Charles and Coni Lansche
Chet Mathews
Chris and Amy Hart
Chris and Susan McDonough

Chris LaTour and Sally Patrick
Chris Nolan
Cill Sparks
Cinder Winery
ClackaCraft
Claes and Amy Holm
Conrad and Laura Alleman
Corbin Shaw
Craig and Jackie Mathews
Cyndi Bryant
Dale Burningham
Damon Zaylor
Dan and Amelie Kappes
Dan and Becky Hosfield
Dan and Jen Garren
Dan and Nancy Delekta
Dan Bailey's Fly Shop
Dan Weiskopf
Dana Gray
Danny Ashcraft
Dave Galt
Dave McCormick
Dave Reinke
Dave Smith
Dave's Tying Bench
David and Wendy Padrutt
Debbie Bower
Dennis Howard
Denny and Jane Shelton
Dian Swanson
Dick Green and Barbara Klesel
Digital Color
Dirk Reinhardt
Dom Traverso
Donald & Audrey Hill
Donald Parker, M.D.
Donn and Patricia Roberts
Double R Ranch
Doug and Brigitte Kirk
Douglas A Hancey
Douglas Wilson
Dr. Slick Co.
E. Bruce Elliston
Eagle's Store
Ed and Laura Opler
El Western Cabins and Lodges
Elizabeth Ann Strickland
Elizabeth Laden and John 		
   Losch
Elk Creek Station
Ellen T Kirch
Elyse Winery
Eric Adema
Evan G Byers
ExOfficio
Fall River Fly Rods
Fishpond
Flat Rock Club

Frank Amato Publications
Frank Ziska
Fred and Derek Hobbs
Frederick and Courtney McCrea
Frederick L. Schulte
Freeheel and Wheel
Frostop Drive-in
Garth Blanchard
Gary and Cathy Gross
Gary Morisoli
Gary Rackman
Gary Thurmond
Gene and Susan Quinn
George Kuvinka
George Lamplugh
George Sidney
Gerard Kelly
Gina Dalton
Global Fly Fishing
Golden Gate Angling and            	
   Casting Club
Gordon Rokes
Gordon Zollinger
Grand Fishing Adventures 
GreenFish
Greg Schoby
Gregory Nau
Gretchen Anderson
Grubstake Market and Deli
Harriman State Park
Hart Montgomery  Outdoor 		
   Sales
Hatch Outdoors
Henry and Flory Ellis
Henry Cardinal
Henry Poett, III
Henry's Fork Anglers
Henry's Fork Lodge
High Country Flies
Hill and Son Excavating
Holden Morgan
House of Harrop
Hugo and Lois Melvoin
Idaho Irresistibles
Images of Nature Gallery, Park 	
   City
J R Simplot Company
J Sam Moore
J.D. Hanrahan
Jack and Janet Roberts
Jack Dennis Sports
Jacklin's Fly Shop
Jackson Hole One Fly
Jake and Barbara Lansche
James and Cindy Darcey
James and Mary Mullen
James C. Poulton
James Nelan

James Utterback
Jan Brunvand
Jane Ann Lamph
Janice M Brown
Jason and Julie Zicha
Jeff and Amy Roberts
Jeff and Lynette Coonce
Jeff and Yvonne Currier
Jennifer Arnold
Jerry and Robin Pulley
Jerry Stanger
Jim and Jackie Chandler
Jim and Mary Ann Drake
Jim Dean
Jim Pruett
Jim T. Hill
Jim Utterback
Jimmy's All Season Angler
Jodi Vincent
John and Ellie Oakes
John and Karen Margaroni
John and Kathy Albano
John and Kris Hauck
John and Mary Juracek
John and Nancy Wilbrecht
John and Nina Harrington
John and Sheila Nedrow
John and Vicky Hoagland
John Arena
John Becker
John Englund
John Gierach
John Hudgens
John R Harder
John Tom Hancock
John Torok
Jon Lewis
Jon Stiehl
Jon Yousko
Josh Corzine
Justin Wells
Karen Schultheis
Karin Gage
Kathleen Steven
Kathryn Bartlette
Kelly Gallagher
Kelly Oikawa
Kem and Judy Williamson
Ken and Jennifer Williamson
Kevin and Tanya Phillips
Kevin Burke
Kim and Jeff Montag
Kim and Mary Maurer Martin
Kip and Kristen Lewis
Kristen Clute
Kristen Garneau
L Lessner
Larry Evans
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Larry Weiss
Layne and Mary Hepworth
Lee King
Leonard and Carol Raizin
Les and Jeanie Thurmond
Les Schwab
Leslie Feathers
Lewis Corporation
Lonnie Allen
Loren Weiss
Lorene Parker
Lotus Balance Boards
Lyman and Carol Casey
Lynn and Diana Richardson
M.R. & Ruth Mickelson, M.D.
Madison River Fishing Co.
Madison River Outfitters
Mangy Moose Restaurant
Margaret and Kevin Kruke
Mark and Glenna Smith
Mark Chandler
Mark F Bollish
Mark Rohman
Mark Smith
Martha Byers
Martha Miller
Marty McLellan
Marty Reed
Matt and Tom Grimes
Maui Jim 
Michael Dougherty
Michael J Weigand
Michael Langford
Mike and Jeanie Casey
Mike and Lynn Aldrich
Mike and Sheralee Lawson
Mike Engel
Mike Leible
Mike Stidham
MMM Design
Modobi Fly Fishing Products
Morning Star Lanyards
Mountain Mayhem
Nancy DiMeola
Nancy Wilbrecht
Neil’s and Joe’s Les Schwab
Nick Beatty
Paden Skaggs
Patagonia
Patrick and Rebecca O'Connor

Paul Beebe and Judith Gray
Paul McMillan
Peter and Debbie Backus
Phil Sgamma
Pioneer Saloon
Pond's Lodge  
Porter's Office Supply
Pruett Publishing
R. Clark and Kay Arnold
Redhawk Winery
Reed Godfrey
René and Bonnie Harrop
Rich and Millie Paini
Richard A Jensen
Richard and Anne Senelick
Richard and Bunny Melvoin
Richard D Nelson
Richard S. Cain
Richard W and Diane Hunt
Rick and Karen Fairbanks
Right at Home
Rio Products
RJ Cardwell
Robert Carson
Robert Dotson
Robert E Strawbridge, III
Robert Eddins
Robin Jenkins
Roger and Sue Lang
Ron Lynch
Ross Young
Russ Case
Ryan Loftice
Sallie Griffith
Sam Korhel
Sandra Godfrey
Sandy Briggs
Scott Rods 
Scott Yates
Shade and Ann Murray
Sharon Poulsen
Silver Creek Outfitters
Simms Fishing Products
Snake River Anglers
Snake River Cutthroats
Stella Artois
Steve Born
Steve Cole
Steve Comer
Steve Hausknecht
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Steve Lookabaugh
Steven Petsche
Steven Steblay
Steven Whisler and Val Zupsan
Stronk’s and Sons
Stu Asahina
Suzanna and Terry Hall
Tad and Carroll Sweet
Tawny Moose/The Royal Cafe
Terra Valentine Winery
Terry and Mary Hudgens
Terry Ring
Teton Mountain Lodge
The Orvis Company
Thomas D. Mangelson
Three Rivers Ranch
Tim Reynolds and Patty Isaeff
Todd and Mary Jane Ison
Todd Ward
Tom and Marie Watkins
Tom Loeb
Travis C. Smith
Travis Ruiz
Travis Smith
Teton Regional Land Trust
Trophy Fish Portraits
Trout Unlimited
TroutHunter
Tyler Treece
Valley Wide Travel Plaza
Van Briggs
Wasatch Custom Angling Tools
West Yellowston Fly Shop LLC
West Yellowstone B&B
Westbank Anglers
Western Rivers FlyFisher
Whitefish Ed Inc.
Wildflowers B&B
Will Dornan
Will Godfrey
William A Arnold
William and Nancy Goodman
William B. Hurst
William P Wolcott
Wilson Bynum
Woodie's Hungry Bear Market
WorldCast Anglers
Xavier Carbonnet
Yvonne Ferrell

HFF 2011 
Awards
Manlove Award:  
Scott Yates and John 
Hoagland
Conservation Award:  
John Nedrow
Volunteer Award:  
Lee and Phyllis King

www.henrysfork.org
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Thank You for Your Contribution to HFF
May 1 to August 1, 2011

$2,500+
E. Bruce Elliston
Layne and Mary Hepworth
Island Park Advocates for 
   Responsible Development
Kim and Jeff Montag
Shade and Ann Murray
Pond's Lodge
Dirk Reinhardt

$1,000+
Gary Allen
Dutch Baughman
Debbie Bower
Van Briggs
Paul Buehner
Kevin Burke
Bob Burkheimer
Dale Burningham
Josh Corzine
Bruce Edwards
Henry and Flory Ellis
Larry Evans
William and Nancy Goodman
Bill and Debby Hackett
Ralph C Hamm, III
Chris and Amy Hart
Gloria Hendricks
Chad Hill
John and Vicky Hoagland
Terry and Mary Hudgens
Will and Lillias Johnston
James Kemp
Ellen T Kirch
Margaret and Kevin Kruke
George Kuvinka
Charles and Coni Lansche
Mike and Sheralee Lawson
Waylin Lewis
Tom Loeb
Ron Lynch
Barry L MacLean
Frederick and Courtney McCrea
Martin McLellan
M.R. & Ruth Mickelson, M.D.
Lew and Jill Mithun
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Ed and Laura Opler
David and Wendy Padrutt
Carolyn and Kent Peterson
Henry Poett, III
The Family of Eugene F Quinn
Donn and Pat Roberts
Jack and Janet Roberts
Jeff and Amy Roberts
Mark Rohman
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$500+
Mike and Lynn Aldrich
All Cast Fly Casting 
  Championships
David Arndorfer
Peter and Debbie Backus
Bank of Idaho
Steve Born
Amy E Byers Holm
Brent Cameron
Lyman and Carol Casey
Mike and Jeanie Casey
Steve Comer
Jim Dean
Mike Engel
Yvonne Ferrell
Henry's Fork Anglers
Karen Herman
Donald Hinton
Tim Hogan
Richard and Wendy Hokin
Richard W and Diane Hunt
Lee King
Michael Langford
Chris LaTour and Sally Patrick
Kip and Kristen Lewis
Hugo and Lois Melvoin
Rev. Peter Michaelson
David L Morris
Donald Parker, M.D.
Charley Pettigrew
Jerry and Robin Pulley
Gordon Rokes
Dale R Schuh
Denny and Jane Shelton
Brad and Sherie Smith
Dave Smith
Robert E Strawbridge, III
Les and Jeanie Thurmond
Georgia E Welles
Ken and Jennifer Williamson
Damon Zaylor

$250+
John and Kathy Albano
John R Arnold
R. Clark and Kay Arnold
Kathryn Bartlette
Maurice L Blackmon
Janice M Brown
Evan G Byers
Jim and Mary Ann Drake
Jim Dreyfous
Dennis Estes
Rick and Karen Fairbanks
Kelly Gallagher
Russell Graham
Sallie Griffith
Gary and Cathy Gross
Rolland S. Hamelin
Michael Hampton
John Tom Hancock
John and Nina Harrington
Hank and Pat Hemingway
Donald & Audrey Hill
Dan and Becky Hosfield
William B. Hurst
J R Simplot Company
Dan and Amelie Kappes
Elizabeth Laden and John 		
   Losch
Jake and Barbara Lansche
Thomas T Lawson
Steve Lookabaugh
Chris McDonough
Michael Menzia
Steve Moss
John and Sheila Nedrow
Richard D Nelson
Peter K Noone
John and Ellie Oakes
Patrick and Rebecca O'Connor
Stephen and Brenda Olson
Bruce Raskin and Kathleen 		
   Boone
Greg Schoby
Richard and Anne Senelick
George Sidney
Bob and Ellen Stantus
Jonathan Stiehl
Tish Wenisch
Steven Whisler and Val Zupsan

James Adams
Laura and Jason Allen
John Arena
Al and Robyn Arguelles
Jennifer Arnold

William A Arnold
Stu Asahina
Scott and Lezlie Barker
Steve and Daryl Barrett
Paul Beebe and Judith Gray
Branden Born
Jennifer and Chris Boyer
Sandy Briggs
Jan Brunvand
Paul and Jean Bruun
Xavier Carbonnet
Robert Carson
Jim and Jackie Chandler
Mark Chandler
Stan Chatham
Steve Cole
Victor and Sandy Colvard
Frank Corgiat
Robert D Coverdale
Roy E. Crawford
Mike Crissey
Gina Dalton
Noel and Genevieve Damon
David & Becky Donahue
Robert Eddins
Daniel Edwards
John Englund
J Peter Fitzpatrick, D.D.S.
Rex W Force
Brian Frederick
Karin Gage
Dan and Jen Garren
Gem State Fly Fishers
Charles R. Godchaux
Sandra Godfrey
Stuart and Melynda Goldberg
J. Wallace Graham
Peter Gray
Terry Greenman
George and Mary Hall
Suzanna and Terry Hall
Joe and Harriet
Nick Harris
Steve Hausknecht
Jim T. Hill
Mr & Mrs Frank Hodges
Claes and Amy Holm
John Hudgens
Robert R Hunter
Todd and Mary Jane Ison
Darren Josephson
Schultheis Karen
Charles A Kimball
Kelly and Elizabeth Klein
George Lamplugh
In Memory of Jim and Joan 		
   Lansche
Bill Lanzoni
Austin and Joan Larsen

Bob and Susan Rosenberg
Frederick L. Schulte
Larry Garlick
Carl Solden
James W Spiller
Steven Steblay
Brooks Stratmore
Thaddeus and Carroll Sweet
Darrell Tate
Gary Thurmond
Trout Unlimited
William P Wolcott

$100+
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2010 Financial Year in Review

Bennett Leeper
Mike Leible
Mary Nell and Malcom Lovett
Rita Manlove
John and Karen Margaroni
Kim and Mary Maurer Martin
Chet Mathews
Richard May
Paul McMillan
Richard and Bunny Melvoin
Martha Miller
Holden Morgan
Jerry Morris
Neil Moss
R.F. Nice
Chris Nolan
Scot Ortman

Rob Pannier
Thomas Patch
Carolyn Pedone and John Rose
Pavel V Petrik
Rodney V Peveto, M.D.
Porter's Office Supplies
James C. Poulton
Gary Rackman
Leonard and Carol Raizin
Anthony and Irene Rampton
Dave Reinke
Tim Reynolds
Lynn and Diana Richardson
Lawrence L Robbins
Travis Ruiz
Braide Sessions
Phil Sgamma

Corbin Shaw
D. Barry Sibson
Larry and Myrtle Siefken
Alexander and Elena Spear
Jerry Stanger
Bruce Staples
Greg Sterzick
Henry and Freda Swan
Dian Swanson
Peter and Rachel Taylor
Tim Thomas
Dain and Vera Trafton
James Utterback
John Walker
Sharon W Wammock
Todd Ward
Herb and Becky Webb

Michael J Weigand
Dan Weiskopf
Loren Weiss
Justin Wells
Kem and Judy Williamson
Sid Williamson
Brent Wilson
Douglas Wilson
Tom Woodbury and Barbara 	
   Jaffe
David F Work
Mark Yanno
Richard Young
Marko B Zaninovich
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Outreach Events
30.5%

Individual Donors
55.2%

Foundation 
Grants
9.8%

Other Income
4.4%

2010 Revenue

Administration
0.9% Fundraising 

7.9%
Outreach Events

7.1%

Projects and 
Programs

84.1%

2010 Expenditures
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HFF Interns for 2011
Summer Reflections

Thomas Andrew
A. Paul Knight Scholarship
Washington and Lee University

Living in Island Park this summer was truly 
a memorable experience. One of my favorite 
responsibilities was checking the Buffalo Dam fish 
ladder as we would always pull out some good 
looking fish. I also enjoyed learning about the 
geological history of Island Park and surrounding 
area from former board member, Dr. Bill Hackett. 
Living in such a rural setting is what made this 
season different from my previous ones.

Eli Chester
A. Paul Knight Scholarship
Washington and Lee University

Spending the summer of 2011 interning with the Henry’s 
Fork Foundation was one of the most valuable experiences I 
could have ever had. In addition to checking the fish traps on 
Thurmon Creek and the Buffalo River, we did our fair share of 
electrofishing streams that flow into the Henry’s Fork. Those 
were some of the longest days of this summer, but it’s hard to 
complain when the nets and live wells are filled with fish.

Heidi Trenhom
Bill Lane Center for the American West Internship
Stanford University

This summer was an amazing experience. When I 
came to Island Park, I knew very little about trout, 
water quality, riparian zones, or fishing. The high-
light of my summer with the Foundation was the 
River Buddies program at the end of August. It was 
exciting to see the children get so excited about 
getting out on the river. The guides were fantastic 
and really made the kids’ day. I am truly grateful to 
everyone who made my summer so amazing. 

8
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Katherine Johnescu
Rear Admiral James B. Greene Scholarship
Colgate University

My time spent interning for the Henry’s Fork Foundation 
over this past summer turned out to be one of the most 
rewarding personal and educational experiences of my 
college career. I could not ask for an internship with an 
organization, and within a setting, more conducive to 
exploring what it means to work as a field researcher. 
While working with the Henry’s Fork Foundation, I was 
able to apply the concepts which I had learned in my 
college classes.

Matt Cahoon 
Don C. Byers Memorial Scholarship

One of my favorite parts of this summer was electrofishing 
in Harriman State Park. We did a lot of work maintaining 
the fish weir on the last reach of Thurman Creek. Another 
exciting area we worked in was The Nature Conservancy’s 
Flat Ranch on the Henry’s Lake Outlet Restoration Project. 
I feel especially fortunate to have not only worked in the 
field with the summer crew but also in the office doing 
GIS work. I’ve loved every day working in the Henry’s Fork 
watershed. The memories, experiences and friendships I’ve 
developed this summer will always be something I carry 
with me and look back on with a smile. 

9 www.henrysfork.org

Matt Gjukis
Grand Valley State Master's Program 

Interning through the Henry’s Fork Foundation this last summer has been 
a wonderful experience. I was able to help out with HFF field projects 
and do background research for my Master’s thesis project I’ll be start-
ing this Fall at Grand Valley State University in Michigan. I feel very 
fortunate and privileged to be able to come back again for two seasons 
and conduct my thesis research on the Henry’s Fork. The people and the 
local geography are unique and I’ll be waiting in anticipation for my next 
season to start.  
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Your connection to the river evolved into a passion 
to protect these areas. Your generosity and com-
mitment will help future generations to connect 
with and protect the Henry’s Fork.

This year we are venturing into the classroom 
and taking classrooms into the field in order to 
ensure a vital, fundamental connection: YOUTH 
TO WATERSHED. We need your help! The 2011-
2012 projects include: Trout in the Classroom, 
Chester Wetlands Day, Teachers’ Tackle Box, HFF 
Internships, and River Buddies Fishing. 

Please help us make this vital connection to youth 
by helping us raise $20,000 for educational 
programs by making a gift now. We have included 
a return envelop in this publication for your 
convenience. 

The connections nurtured today will have a ripple 
effect on the on the future of the river we all love. 
Thank you for your support! 

Every year, countless connections are formed 
between the Henry’s Fork and its visitors, made 
possible by the fulfillment of our mission to 
conserve and to protect the watershed. Think 
about how your own relationship with the river 
formed. 

Please Support HFF’s Education Program 
Preparing Tomorrow’s Conservation Leaders
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The new River Buddies fishing program, envisioned 
by local fly-fishing guide Martin Reed, introduced 
eight at-risk kids from the Pocatello area to the 
transformative experience of fishing the Henry’s 
Fork. Funds for the program came from sales 
of flies tied by fishing guides and packaged 
into “blister packs” donated by Key Med Long 
Pharmacy in Pocatello. 

The participating kids were equipped with their 
own fly fishing gear, hats, and T-shirts. They 
caught (and released) trout while getting to know 
their volunteer River Buddies guides: Martin Reed 
(pictured at right), Travis Smith, Brad Miller, Zach 
Wheeler, Brandon Prince, and Eric Grigg.  

As to why River Buddies is so important, Reed 
says “The kids are the future of the river. When 

they learn to fish and enjoy the river, their next 
step is to want to protect it for themselves and 
future generations.” The guides and HFF are 
committed to making this event an annual tradition 
with local area youth.

River Buddies Takes Kids Fishing
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Volunteer Makes Fence Crossing
Longtime HFF volunteer James Kemp (right, 
below) stands next to the new fence crossing that 
he built for the riparian fence along Wood Road 
16. Matt Cahoon (left, below), the Byers intern, 
helped install the fence crossing in late August.

Boy Scouts and Volunteers Remove 
Fence
A group of Boy Scouts removed about 1,000 feet 
of dilapidated barbed-wire fence from around the 
spring source of Big Bend Creek (tributary to the 
Henry’s Fork) in the Caribou-Targhee National  
Forest (CTNF) on August 13th. James Mullen 
completed his Eagle Scout project, leading a dozen 
Scouts and a similar number of adult volunteers to 
pull out the old fence in preparation for installation 
of a new fence. 

The purpose of the fence is to keep cows from 
trampling the spring source area. This project is 
part of a larger effort to protect and to improve 
the spring-fed tributaries of the Henry’s Fork in 
the Caldera. These tributaries provide valuable 
over-wintering habitat for juvenile rainbow trout. 
Thanks to Brad Higginson, CTNF Hydrologist, 
for his work on the project and to Jim and Mary 
Mullen for hosting the Scouts and family members 
and for providing a great lunch that day!
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Ashton Dam Remediation Continues
Drawdown of the Ashton Reservoir began in 
August in preparation for the rebuild of Ashton 
Dam. For updates on the status of the project, visit 
“Latest News” at www.henrysfork.org.
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HFF’s Upcoming 
EventsThe Henry’s Fork Watershed Council Summer Tour in August was 

well attended with over 45 participants. The group visited the 
Egin Lakes Aquifer Recharge site where Dale Swensen (Fremont-
Madison Irrigation District) explained the recharge program. 
The next stop was the Chester Dam Hydroelectric Project where 
representatives from Fall River Electric, Symbiotics, FMID, and 
HFF explained the turbines, Crosscut Canal, fish ladder, and fish 
screens (pictured below). In the afternoon the group visited several 
potential surface storage sites being evaluated by the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation and Idaho Department of Water Resources as part 
of the Henry’s Fork Basin Study. 

Watershed Council Tours Projects
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