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An Opportunity to Protect the Crown Jewel of the Henry's Fork

by Charlie Sperry, Director of Operations

I think e have ali [earmal i hard letson fromi Yosenmle and fo 2
desger degree Yellowstone, ard if iz mruch belter fo give a ressorable
mumber of people the adoaniages of parks ralker Hatn lo lef 2 hogl of
people riein the hﬂqﬁuﬁr ], | qurite agree that e Bardlroad Ramch
SETONS Wiigne opportumities which must be preseroed ef all cosfs of il
is ho aecomplish the purposes that e have in mrind,

— Roland Harriman, 1975 letber to ldabo Depariment of

Parks and Recreation

The ldsho Department of Parks and Eecreation (IDPE) is pre-
paring a Master Plan that will determine the future of Harr-
man Siate Park Fm}‘ur:t'l come. The new Master Plan will
replace the origimal General Cperation and Development Flan
thait was awthored by John Rutter of the IDPR in 1978, Ac-
cording to the Department, a Master Plan is a multi-purposs
docuement that 5 used for long-range development, operation
and fiscal planning, It forms the basis from which detailed
plans and specifications for actual park developmient and op-
erations are prepared, The Master Flan is based on input from
the park and IDFR planning staff, local government, the com-
munity, special interest groups, adjacent landowners, and
park customers.

Flow weill thae Master Plan affect Harriman State Park in the
fwtuere? A Master Flan i infencded o lasg 20 yiars, at which
timee & new plan is developed if hmdinﬁ:isavalla.h!-: for the
process (there i currently a “waiting list” for parks needing
mw masber plans). Assuming that the new plan will be in

'Pla.u: for at least bwienty Yisurs, it i% sahe b0 say that decisions
we make today will have a significant impact for peans o

The histeeic ramch bufldings at Hamman State Park,

For obwious reasons the Master Flan 5 very important to the
members of the Henry"s Fork Foundation, or any other peo-
ple who enjoy fishing Harriman's fabled waters, hiking in
the backeountry, skifmg on its trails, or ohserving its wealth
of wildlife. This is our chance to make sure the park cone
tinues to offer all af the featunes for which we admine tha
park today,

[n oecer to plan the futare of Harriman State Park it s wseful
to examine it past. The history of Harriman makes i unique
amaong parks in the State of ldaho, Priog to becoming the
propecty of e State of Idaho, the park was a private retreat
owned by the Harriman family of Mew York State. The Har-
riJ'n.:.n':ma.rnﬁl.'d their ranch with a few basic inferests
mind, Tht].rwanl:cd a pl:-n: b relan ard n'ju-}' thie outdoors, a
place to fiy fish for wild trout and observe wildlife in their
nmatural setting. They wanbed o rience the CHd West

catile ln:l'l'u.mal:lTh.L'y found thedir dream in the
Railroad Ranch.

[ the year of 1961, when Roland and Awverell Harriman were
making decisions regarding the futune of their magnificent
heritage, they wanted o permanently provide a refuge for
wildlife. They wanted their land to be a sanctuary for water-
fil uﬂdﬂi‘&!’lpﬂciﬂﬂfh‘il’\ﬁ. Like Theodore Roosevelt be-
fore them, the Harrimans foresaw the need to protect wild
places, even before urban sprawl or subdivisions were a se-
ricwis thneat bo tha ceé in easterm ldaho. Foland
wrobe that he aned u"u.'.rurnils,:rl."r e Fdakhas property “hecise
we just oould mnos face the prospect of its mmh\g nmhing
mare than an uncantrolled real estate development with hot
dog, stands and cheap honky tonks, and becawse we could
foresee the necessity for preserving such property for the en-
jeymient of future generations” (Reed and Pelersen, 1990L°

In 1961 conservation chioices wese Hmited. This was before
the popularity of conservation exsemenits. It was befose the
tirne that groups such as The Nature Conservancy purchased
properties like the Flat Banch in eastern Idaho for the pur-
pose of protecting natural resources. The Harriman family
decidied to enkrust the State of Idakho with the future and care
of their ranch, and their requests were clear: The State was to
continee to manage the park, forever, as a refuge for wildlife,
and a3 a sanctuary for birds. The Harrimans anticipated that
when their laind became a state park, people would cherish
tht opportunity 1o observe olk, moose, swans and other wild-

continsed on page 4
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oA Tlote From the (Yhat

Little miore than a month has passed since we wimessed abominable events exceeding the imagina-
tion of decent people worldwide. To those of you who have inquired, 1 can only offer the cautious
report that to date no information has been received as to any deaths or injuries affecting any of our
2000+ members,

The emotional haze through which we struggle to find our way is like the haze Milton described in
Paradise Lost: "MNot light, but rather darkness visible™ Long-standing assumptions and long-held core
values are being reexamined and reordered. What remaine important? What has now become trivial?
It would not surprise, in the aftermath of September 11, if some may find the regularity of their old
jobs reassuring, but now lacking in meaningful purpose. For those who have chosen to work for a
community, however, especially those who seek to protect and preserve the natural assets of that
communrity, getting back to work has been a weloome first step in the effort to regain a sense of
normalcy and optimism in this newly mone vulnerable world we do not yet understand.

That has been the case for staff and directors alike at HEF. Mo, the haze hasn't lifted yet and it still
feels awkward for anyone to say he or she is feeling great. What can fairly be said is each and every
one is back on the job and we'ne doing OF, pretty well in fact, considering what's happened. Only a
trained therapist could say for sure, but [ am certain a major reason for our will to get on with the job
is that each and every one of us knows what HFF seeks to accomplish remains important, has value,
reeal value, long-lasting value, to and for the Henry's Fork basin community and far beyond.

1 believe this Mation, however flawed, remains the finest experiment in government the world has
ever seen. So also, [ believe HFF, with all its flaws, remains the finest hope for protecting and pre-
serving the Henry's Fork and educating all who seek to leam more about this great watershed. Just as
resolute Americans have always done in difficult times in the past, this is a time to roll up sleeves,
tighten the budget, debate with caring vigor which projects can be affordied and make the most sense
to tackle next vear, and then do what we can with what we've got today and hope for a better
EmOTTow.

Faugo Welvoin
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HFF Position on Commercial
Development in HSP

HFF is opposed to any addi-
tional commercial development
within the park at any lecation,
incloding yurts, lodges, camp-
grounds or any other structure or
activity that might change the
aesthetic qualities or wildlife
values of the park. HFF is aware
of the popularity of the over-
night accommodations available
in Harriman State Fark,
including the dormitory, the
Ranch Manager's House, and the
yuris, It is sufficient to say that
if the services are available, the
public will use them. This is an
extremely dangerous precedent
ta set, however, if the park is to
respect the Harriman family's
desire to a wildlife ref-
uge and bird sanctuary. If the
park continues to develop ser-
vices in response to public
demand, without consideration
to its existing values, we will
lose the very uniqueness that
makes Harriman different from
Yellowstone, Yosemile, or any
number of state or national
parks that have succumbed to
the lure of development. This is
not acceptable at Harriman.
Furthermore, overnight
accommodations are readily
available in the Island Park area,
including campgrounds, hotels,
and primitive backcountry
camping. To develop these
services in Hariman State Park
would creabe unfair competition
with the area’s existing
businesses. <

Watershed Couneil

As we go bo press, the Heqny's Fork
Watershed Council Is preparing 1o hold its
Hth annual “State of the Watershed® con-
ferece in Rexburg, 10. John Kays,
Commissioner af the Bureau of Reciama-
tion, Washinglon, DG, will be the keynate
speaker and participate on a paned dis-

cussing the role of gowarmimsnt Agencies in

witershid councils. Dale for the confer-
ancl s Movember 5. &

Henry's FwJ- lew.ld.rri.m Mewelerer € Fall 2064
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Harriman...continted from page 1

libe livarg und isturbed in the park. The Harri-
mans were also avid Ay fshers and they kiow
of the ineredible fishery in the river. As a state
park, the Railroad Bandh would become the
ultimate mecca for fly shers from across the
country and around the world.

It &8 now 40 lal.rru.n;:lw:,lhr]:luhlh;and
the ldsho Department of Parks and Hec-
reation, are in a position be create a rew Mas-
ter Plam and decide the futare of Harriman
State Park, VWith that cormes a responsibibity to
ensune that the orgginal expectations of the
Harrirnan famnily are preserved, and that the
wildlife and fisheries are protected forever.
This is ot an easy task, and as a society ancd
as individuals we sormelifnes wanl our parks
and borests to provide more in te way of ser-
¥ pOES,

We sometimes want them to change in ways
that will acoommodate more inberests and
miore people. Itis clear, howewer, that the cu-
malative impact of increased services and de-
velopmimnt in Harriman State Park will for-
evies alter the apen spaces in the park, the
wrildlife habital that currendly exists, and the
puklic’s ability to experience ihese features,
The dlesire bo provide more servioes and ae-
commasdations in Harrman, while appropri-
ate for some of our public Lands, s ab odds
with the subtle, and yet equally imgontant
neexl b0 keep some places as undeveloped as
posaible. Withim the Tdab Seate Park Syatemm
oar best opportunity ts Harriman State Park.

The Fenry's Fork Foundation strongly be-
Hewves that the park should contlne to be
managed sccording to the original wishes of
thie Hareiman family. Harrisan must not be
commercially developed or in any
way that would result in the loss of the park
as a wikdlife refuge and bird sanctuary, to be
enjoyed by the public ina natural environ.
Frerik.

In order to gain insight on the intentions of
thi Harriman Eﬂn‘li"fwhﬂ'l.h"‘ E;lfl.nd.ﬂw
park to the State of Idaho, it & useful bo e
amine the criginal Creraeral Operation and De-
velopmmient Flan that was established for the
park in 1978. The planners at that time wene
intimately familiar with the Harriman's wish-
es and they recognized the uniquencss of the
gift. In its summary, the plan provides excep-
tional insight on the valwe of the park’s nat-
wral resources, and the feed o control public
use aned development in onder o priserve the
PESCITORS!

It s imperative that the combination of
resoiunoe values that make Harriman State
PPark of [daho the unigue area that it is be
meticubously maintained as nearly as possible

=

imy thesir Frﬂnﬂ:del:imh balance. Much
of the prdﬂltll:lml:lj.vmkdun-rn
the Lack of people and the lack of de-
velopment associated with people and
thiir activity. Onoe opened to any des
Hrm:nfpll.ﬂﬂi:luq, thaere weill be a loss in
Hha quu.ll.tj' af the envirmonment unbess
that usé & very carchully limited and
eontrolled bo reduce ils impact to the
lIHtpl:Hihtl:'-'

The original Ceneral Development Plan
goes on o sy, “This is a special place
and its value i in providing a special
experience. If this cannot be done, we
will just have another overused park
that provides very ordinary recreation.
The *ranch’ disierves more that that and
certainly that was not the intention of
I:I'EHarrir!mﬁ.mL'l:r.'

HFF concurs with the original park
pll.ru‘l.lnwl'hrn they declared natural re-
sources to be the mamber one priodty in
Harriman: “The continued significance
of Harriman Stafe Park is entirely de-
pendant on the maintenance and for im-
provement of the existing habitat for the
nuitivie hirds and andemals a8 well as for
the fishery of the Henry's Fork of the
Snake River. Outside the Cultural Area,
e mrainfenance of the natural habitat
and preservation of wildlife in its nat-
ural state should take precedence over
all other uses.” They underscored that
fact thal "Mo visitor wse shiowld be
planmed or permithed thak will result in
the sigmificant disturbance of wildlife.”

The Henry's Fork Foundation is sup-
portive of the Department of Parks and
Recreation’s planning process, HFF s
Director of Oiperatlons (s a member of
the Department’s Citlzen Advisory
Committee, a task force that will have
an opportunity bo help shape the new
Master Flan. We have also

aurr own HFF Harriman State Park Mas-
ter Man Review Comandttes o advise us
on special interests and ssues in the
park. Hlarriman State Park has a com-
potent, profesalonal stalf and HFF main-
tains & constmacthve relationship with
them on a numiber of inberests and
jects in the park. The

Parks and Recreation i served by a
competent Board of Directors and HFF
lowkes: forward to wiith them on
the Makter Plan e

HFF will continue to be a supportive
and respectful participant in the De-
partment’s planning process, W will
mat, howeiver, o quibetly i the De-

continoed on nexd page
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Harriman.—continaed from previoos page

partment promotes a Master Plan that would allow com-
maercial development of the park or any other activities that
wiould take away froemi I]'mpark'! wisthetic and wildlife val-
uizs, There are many activities that HFF does support, such as
environmental education opportunities for youth, inter-
pretive programs highlighting Harriman's many natural
wonders, and nen-consumptve recreational activities like
horseback riding that are respectiul of the park’s resources, In
regard to the Master Plan, HFF Is optimistic and cautious,
supportive and alert.

Thanks to the insightful and generous denation of the Harr-
man family, people today can enjoy the park musch like the
Harrimans did for many years. And like the Harrimans, the
public reveres the park for its year-round magnificent beauty,
its abamdance of wildlife, its thriving bird populations, and
for fly fishing that is unrivaled anywhere in Americs. Harri-
eran State Park b the Crown Jewel in the State of ldaho and
the Henry's Fork Foundation is thoroughly commétted o
making sure that the park remains this way. HFF insists that
the park stay a “limited service” park, and that the new Mas-
fer Plan focus on providing a refuge for wildlife, a sancheary
for birds, a world class fishery, and an opportunity for people
to enjoy all of these features without impeding upon them at
the same time. This is how the Ranch was when the Harri-
mans owned it. This is how the Ranch is today. And this is
hovw the Ranch will nemain in thie futune i we make the right
decisions now,

For a copy of HFF's official positions on the Harriman State
Park Master Flan, contact the HFF office in Ashton. HFF
needs your support as we continue our efforis to protect the
Crown Jewel of the Henry's Fork. Flease consider making a
donation to HFF for this special cause, 4

*Mary E, Reed and Keith C. Pelersen provide an interesting his-
dorical accowmd of the Failroad Fanch in @ 1591 IDPE document
titled ~Harrimsan: From Bsifrond Bemch do State Park.”

Milipnaire’s Pool is a favorite angling destnabon in Harriman
Stale Park.

et Involved...

| The members of HFF must get involved if we
are to protect Harriman State Park for future

generations! Taking no action is not an op-

tion! Here is what you can do:

1. Make a special donation to the Henry's

| Fork Foundation. Mark it "HFF Harriman
| Campaign.” We need your money to help us

participate in the planning process and to or-
chestrate a successful plan to protect the park.

2. Send us information. With your donation,
please write down: the number of times you
have entered the park over the past three
years (at any location for any reason), the
number of times you fished in HSP over the
last three years and the number of times you
fished in HSP during the past year. The park
has little information on visitation in the park,
especially the number of anglers who visit the

park.

3. Start networking. We need as many people
as possible to be aware of the Master Plan
process and the positions of HFF. We ask you
to help us disseminate this information.
Please ask people to contact the HFF office to
inquire about our specific positions.

4. Be prepared for action. There may come a
time when we need to mobilize all the mem-
bers of HFF to write letters of support, make
phone calls, or attend meetings. We ask that
you be prepared to take action in the event

that a special alert is mailed to our members.

Gift Iden
For someons who s curicus about the workings
of the Henry's Fork watershed, the spacial issua
of the Intermountialn Joumal of Sclences on the
Henry's Fork would make an Interesting and
speclal gift. ;

The 15 Is avallable for 510 per copy plus $3.95
shipping from HFF. Order via the HFF webaite
wwhanhenrysfork.comg by telephone to Susan at
Z08-852-35687; or by mall PO Box 550, Ashton, ID
83420,
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Doris Duke Foundation Focuses on Greater
Yellowstone Conservation

The Dorls Duke Charitable Foundation announced this summer

that it will provide $8.2 million to promote land conservaition i the :

Greater Yellowstone area, The money will be divided among ten

different organizations working in ldaho, Wyoming and Montana.
O the total amount 2.1 million will go to land protection in east-

ern ldaho and Jackson Hole, WY. Most of the money will be waed
to help area land trusts compensate farmers, ranchers and other
landowners who choose to put conservation casements on their
land.

The Henry's Fork Foundation will receive 540,000 over the next
three vears to work on watershed land-use planning issues,
Chariie Sperry says that HEF will use the money 1o assess
comprehensive development plans and track proposed develop-
ments. HFT will work with local planners to try to better protect
the watershed's unique resources and open space.

The grant has already provided funding for the purchase of the

Hooray Ranch on the Henry's Fork near Chester, The 1,500 acre
parcel, now called Chester Wetlands and managed by ldaho De-
partment of Fish and Game, is acoessible for anglers, waterfowl

hunters and the general public to enjoy. 4

e EE——

Grant Awarded to HFF by
Moore Foundation

The Henry’s Fork Foundation was fortunate
to be selected ko receive one of the first grants
awarded by the Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation of San Francisco, HFF received
$25,000 as a challenge grant and $25,000 as an
outright gift for a total of $50,000 in general
program suppert this year from the Moose
Poundation.

The Moore Foundation was founded in
November 2000 to enhance the philanthropic
interests of the Moores, and was created by a
multillion-dollar contribution from Gordon
and Betty, Gordon co-founded the Intel
Corporation in 1968 and led the company lo
success as the world's largest maker of
computer chips,

The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
supports programs in the areas of education,
scientific research, the environment and
select San Francisco Bay Area projects, ¢

A Bit of Angling Philosophy

Izaak Walton gaid it best: * "Tis not all of fishing to
fish." That was in year 1653. 1t's now 2001 (and rapidly
drawing 1o a close) yet the message remains pure and

unchallenged.

We who go fly fishing are a peculiar people. Like other
men and women in many respects, we are like one an-
other; and like no others in other respects. We under-
stand each other’s thoughts. We cast our flies on many
waters, where fish and memories and fancles and facts
all rise. We take each one and show them to each other,
Large or small, we are content with our catch and, phil-
osophically, anxious to share with others.

I leamned how to fly fish in a hit-and-miss, trial-and-
error way that makes things stick. 1 also learned pa-
Hence, persistence, acceptance and probably a few other
good things too. Isn't it interesting how what we do pas-
sionately (i.e., fly fishing) provides positive applications
in everything we do?

I fash weith flies because [ love to; because [ love the en-
virons where trout, steelhead and salmon are Found,
which are invariably boawtiful (even those desert res-
ETYOIrs) ... and, finally not because | regard fly fishing as
being so terribly important but because [ suspect that so
many of the other concerns of mankingd are equally im-
portant—and not neady o much fun!

Fly fishing is a quest for knowledge and wonder as
much as a pursuit of fish. It i3 a8 much an acquaintance
with muskrats, shore birds, and other fishermen as it is a
challenge of catching, Watching herons stalking along
from log to rock, or plunging their long legs into the
cozy mud is a worthwhile study. They pay no attention
to our presence, but occupy themselves with their own
fishing arrangements as if the wilderness was their own.
Mouother Mature is not foeled by technological fixes. We
shouldn’t be either.

Fly fishing always reaches its peak at a time when the
bugs are thickest Bugs are the thickest at places where
fishing is best. S0, whenever and wherover you enjoy
good fishing, expect to find mosquitoes, Mack flies,
midges, or even deer flies ... all lusting for your life's
blood. Yet as we cast, and wait, then work the fly, “the
take” instantly validates our efforts, conferring a meas-
ure of definitiveness and closure to an endeavor oth-
erwise riddled with uncertainty and inconclusiveness.
Few things in life, I think, have this to offer. Yes ... fly
fishing! <

Dale W. Quigley
President, Magic Valley Fly Fishers
Twin Falls, ID
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Snap, Crackle, Moo: The Sfur}r of the

HFF Electric Fence +

[ it
mid-
14980 the
Henry's
Fork
Founda-
i fo-
cused its
attention on establishing electrie fonces along key sections of the
river in Harriman State Park in order to prevent cattle from
prazing the riparian areas. HFF was concerned about damage to
stream banks, ercdion, d.cﬁ'ldr\d fish habitat, and loss of habitat
for resting birds. Under the direction of Dr. Mick Mickelsan,
then president of the Henry's Fork Foundation, HFF worked
hard to conwvince the stabe agencies of the need for building elec-
tric fences abong the river. Eventually a partnership project
emerged that included the ldaho Foundation for Parks and
Lands, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, Idalho De-
partrment of Fish and Game, HFF, fence contractors, and nuamer-
ous volunteers, The first project resulted in approximately six
miles of eleciric fence within East Harmiman and two miles of
fonce on Forest Service property across from Pinethuwnems (W ood
Foad 16} A second fence 'F!rq'-r.'ct whas imitiated in I:h:ea.rl].' kgt 1
and another 12 miles of fence was built on Flarriman State Park
property, plus two miles of fenoe on Forest Service land across
from Last Chance, In all, approximately 20 miles of electric fence
s budlt

The fenice project was not free of controversy. From the be-
ginning HFF had to conwvinor the agencies that the fenoe was
both necessary and economically feasible. It was the willingmess
of HFF to orchestrate the project that eventually led fo iis suc-
cesg. All parties were committed to & selution that would allow
for grazing to contine as long as the rparian areas were pro-
tected. Even after the fence was erected there was some dispaite
over the responsibility for maintaining the fences. Eventually an
ATt witd ironed out that resulted in Harriman S%ate Park
taking responsibility for the maintenance of the fences within
the park boundary. HFF agreed o maintain the fences locabed
on the Tanghee Mational Forest. This article focuses om the fences
maintained by HFF,

The electric fences are erected each summer before the cows en-
ter the pasture and taken dovn in the fall before the snow ac-
cumsiates enough to damagge the fence. Most of the time it 5 a
fairly simple process of Hghtening the wires, hooking up the bat-
tery, and connecting the solar panel. [t is necessary bo have a
“hot” electric fence if you want to keep cows from walking
through it Yours truly has semetimes served as the accidental
femwoe bester to detenmine how hot the fence really i8! In some
years the fence is in bad shape due to heavy snows, errant wild-
lifie, wr malichous visitors to the anea who cinnot resist the urge
to drive 1l1.'|1:.|ug]\ thie fence. AL other Hmes we have E:I.'PI!'I'IH'E'I:lI;"d
difficulties with the battery system and maintaining enough
power in the fence to deter cattle, as was the case this year.

We often take I8 for Ennln:l that the fencoe wﬂlpnr.ﬁ:rm A% ex-
pected and that there will not be any cows on the river, In most
years this is the case, This year it wasn't The fence bocaled
across from Pinehaven (Weod Road 18] had mechanical prob-

e oy

by Charlie Sperry

lems and the cafthe crossed into the fparian anrea on numeTows
occasions despite HFF s best efforts. You know the situation i
getting serious when the HFF Executive Director and a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors can be seen chasing cattle on foot,
whipping Swelight fly roda over thedr leads like some de-
mionized anghers,

What Hes ahead for the electrie fence? Fifteen years have
since the first fence was built across from Pinehaven.
HFF has diligently taken care of its part of the fence each year,
committing I:imea.nd.mm'lq' to its maintenance. Like an aging
aubomobile, however, the older the fence gets, the more repair
it reads. ﬂu:ﬁ|Htﬁh:lb}fm‘lE]mh:| cross the fence are in
poar shape. The conductivity of the fenoe has gradually low-
ered over the past couple of years. Fence posts need new clips
and in some cases now posts all logether, All of this equates to
maore time and morey. This year, for example, HFF was heavi-
Iy invalved in the Harrisnan State Park Master Plan
when the ferce across from Pinehaven experienced e,
Tirme spint fixing the fence was time away from our efforts to
protect Harriman.

If we want to ensure that the fenoe operabes reliably i the fu-
ture, it will be necessary to establish this as a priority project,
Volunteers and seasonal employess can conduct somi of the
routing fence makntenance, such as putting the wires wp in the
summer and taking them down each fall. It requires some
knowledge of electricity and eleciric fences in general to install
the fencer, battery and solar panel each year. This job has been
the responsibility of the HFF Director of Operations. Even
more knowlbedge s required if problems oocur, which makes it
difficult for HFF to rely entirely on volunteers. Revamping the

ferice and building new stiles fos umhrmh:;fﬁﬁam
umidertaking and will likely involve a contractor, volunbesr

groups, and it will require money.

It is up to the Henry's Fork Foundation to decide how im-
portant it is to maintain the fences. Based on the numbser of
phone calls we neceived this fall when the cattle went through
the fence, maintaining quality riparian areas is stll important
to the members of the Henry's Fork Foundation, especially in
high profile areas like Last Chance and Pinehaven. Do we
wank to refurbkish the exdsting fences and stiles? YWould it be
more economical bo replace the aging systern with a take-down
bar wire fence?

The Ehch:n:fump:rﬂm important riparian areas along the
river and are a symbol of HFF s commitment to protecting the
river. In the coming months the HFF Stewardship Committes
will investigate ways to improve the fences in the future. We
call upon our membership to help us with this important
work, If wou ane interested in giving your support fo this pro-
ject, phease notify ws at the Foundation. Consider making a do-
nation to HFF; you can that your money be allocated
to the fence project. In addition to critical financial support, we
are interested in people who can donate material or labor.
Phease contact us if you have any questions or would bke to be
involved, +
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The Drouglt Contines

Winter Flows in the Henry’s Fork
by Charlie Sperry

The summer of 2001 was one of the driest years on record in
the Henry's Fork Watershed. As a result of a bow snowpack
Lxst winter and minbmal precipleation during the sumerer, all
af the arca’s reservoles were depleted to very low bivels, Of
immediate concemn be the Henry's Fork Foundation was e
threat of a sediment event below the bland Park Reservolr ke
the one that deposited over 50,000 tons of sediment in the mver
in 1992, Owver the course of the surmmer, HFF worked with the
waler managers to make sure that [skand Park Beservoir dicd
not get low entugh to result in sediment being transported
it the Bos Cangron. In addition o HFF, several entities de-
serve credit for preventing this environmental disaster: United
Stabes Bureau of Reclamation (USBR), Idaho Department of
Water Resources (IDWE}, Fremont-Macdison Irrigation District
(FMI, North Fork Reservoir Company (WERC), Idaho De-
partment of Fish and Game (TDFG), Henry's Lake Foundation
(HLF), amvd The Mahire Conservancy of Idaho (TRNC)L

ﬁrwmﬁmﬁhmmtmm:mtn&m—
flection o recognize the fruits of our labor. A major environ-
mental disaster was as a result of warking ool
laboratively with those in charge of waler in easterm
Idaho. The drought conditions, however, have resulted ina
mumber of risks to the aquatic ecosystem. Despite the best ef-
forts of HFF and TNC, we were not able to prevent the fows
fromn being shiut down at the Heney's Lake Catlet at the end of
the [rrigation scasom. The impact to the fishery as a pesalt of
zoro lows is still belng investignted. While some fish may es-
cape dowmnsteeam, there is a concemn aboast the loss of aquatic
habitat and the long-term imiplications for a section of the river
that has boeen the focus of restoration cions the last few years.

The transition from summer to fall has led 1o a new st of en-
vironnsental comoETns I-m'l]ﬁrjm.m:nallﬂmnl'uﬁutiﬂ
and conservation groups agreed to keep mecting on a regular
basis to address the ongoing drought conditions. While every-
one participating i committed to making the most of a dhal-
lenging situation, the fact ks that the watershed is still under a
drought. Now that the storage season has begun, the USER is
regulsting stoeam flows in order to refill the area’s reservolrs

and lakes by April 1. The Bureau in this negion is responsible
for the reservoirs and dams on the Henry's Fork and the
South Fork of the Snake River. There are some key points
that the agency has to address in managing this systom.

The Bureau has an obligation to fll the reservoirs inorder o
provide water to the irrigators. Under the Spi=
cies Act, the USBR also has to meet legal obligations to pro-
vide flow augmentation for salman in the Codumbia River
system. What this means to-us here in the Hensy's Fork basin
i that the USBR cannot allow waber (o spill over the Amer-
ican Falls Reservoir Dam during the storage season (October
1 b April 1) because that water is needed for (low aug-
mintation later in the year, The exception to this i if the Bu-
redu can demonsirabe tuat witter hack in the res-
ervoirs might result in floods later in the spring when snow
melt or other precipitation events add a large amount of
water to the system in a short period of time. In other words,
you don't want to have the reservoins too full wihen the run-
off coowrs, This scenario comes inko play durng “goosd” win-
ters and the result & improved flows at the ksland Park Camm.
In a dry year like this one, when the reservoirs are already
depbeted, the Bureau & unable o demonstrate a food risk
and thoerefore it is nod alloweed o release water at the laland
Park Dam that would result in water spilling over the Amer-
ican Falls D,

LISBR has caloulated strearn Mows for the Henry's Fork and
thie South Foek that will allow it to Gl the basin's storage fa-
cilities, comply with ihe Endangered Species Act, provide
flow & tation for salmon, and not spill water at Amer-
ican F: Theese figures are B0 cubic foet per second (cfs) at
the [sland Park Dam and 1,030 cfs at the Palisades Dam. If
later in the winter wa have a betler than average snow pack
and the reservoirs are filling, the Burcau can reassess the risk
of Aooding and decide whether (o increase flows accord-

ingly.
According to the ldaho Departrment of Figh and Came biol-

evntinmed on page 12
USBR Preas Release benefit of irumipeler mans, fisheries and madde b provide o constant foar throughout
alher aquatic resourees, i weirder,
Bureaw of Reclamsation and the Fremoni
Mudizon Irrigation Destricl will im- Flows on October 23 wwere 150 cubic feet "(dnce aguin, this group has made 3 H
rasdiztely reduce fows below Ialard per secored (cfe), ard were redraced by 25 mﬁ%mmmwprmﬁ
Park Dham o vodnder bevels. s on the et 23 aad bential mid-uinber curtaiimeret of Gows,” anid |
revich 8 ofs by Fruday, Ovlober 26, Siuart Stairger, Area Manager
The Bureau of Reclamation met on Oc- 2001, RM;SnTIﬁLAruEﬁr.# {
bober 23, 2001 soilh representatives |
JSron LTtak Power and Light, Fremont A 1984 agreemend encourages inderesled For more formetion about this praject or |
Madison frrigation District, ldsho De- | parties to work together to enhamce win- | questions regarding Smake River water opers- |
partment of Fish & Game, Idaho De- ter flowes. Cften, there is flexibility bo tins, contact Mike Bews, Waler Operations |
pertment of Parks and Recreation, LL5. shift roater within the winler serson fo Manager, mf ME-EF8-0461, exb, 27 or Shuart |
Fish and Wildlife Service and Henry's jprotect habitat and expose food souroes Stamger, Deputy Arée Manager, Snake River |
Fork Fovndiation fo discuss op- Jor trimpeter swans. Linder current Area Office Exst, Bureaw of Reclamationst |
poriunities fo shape winter flowes for the | drought conditions the decision wes 208-678-0461, ext. 15. |
i
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Those of us lucky enough to live in
this part of the world feel blessed to
have a very special place to visie. It
i5 wild and romantic, full of Mother
Mature's best efforts at making the
earth beautiful and wonderful, The
Henry’'s Fork of the Snake River
flows majestically through its boun-
daries and the Tetons grace the ho-
rizon. The wilderness is alive with
wild elk, deer, moose and an occa-
sional bear. Trumpeter swan call
this place home; it's where they live
year round. The river is what Trout
Unlimited proclaims as the finest
Hlue ribbon fishery in the United
States, That place is Harriman State

*ark and it is all of these things and
Mo,

My introduction to the park cams
many years ago when I was invited
to do something called “cross
county skiing.™ This is not some-
thing that you can learn to do in
onee lesson and my ficst attempts
were filled with slips, stumbles and
falls, followed by some rather meta-
phorical language. The one thing
that kept me coming back was the
wonderful experience of Harriman
in winter. After a few rather trying
trips I finally got the hang of it and
wing able to look at M":ImEIhi.l‘lg et
than my skis. The wonder of being
in such a natural place with a light
snow failing, the promise of hot
chooolate at the end of the day and
the possibility of a glimpse of a
moose or elk keep me coming back
vear atter year,

Once the Ranch opens for fishing.
very few things are more important
than finding a dsing trout and
spending time trying to fool the
wily creature info accephing your
presentation. This is not easy——the
fish on the Ranch section excel af
making most anglers look silly. I
vou do manage to have a fish take
vour Efly, your probibems have fust
begun. This is the Clympics of fly-

fishing and these fish are some of the
best athletes you will ever come
across. They jump, turn on a dime,
run away from yvou and then just as
quickly head right back at yvou. All
the while you are holding on for
dear life with the complete knowl-
edge that vou are not in controel. If
and when vou land one of these
magnificent fish something will be-
comi very clear—this was not easy,
The weather was maost likely foul,
vou had to walk a mile or two just to
gel to the river, carrying all of your
guar, and then o had bo bake abuse
from a muscular rainbow trout, And
yvou loved every second of it

One fall some friemds and [ took ad-
vantage of Tom Angel's program of
riding horses into the backcountry of
the park to hear the elk bugle. Tom
was a wonderful guide, explaining
as we rode the history of the ranch
and the possibilities of what we
might see and hear. It was cold, the
first snow of the vear was [alling and
it was wild all around us. Tom was
using a homemade horn b buglhe to
the elk, trying to get them to answer
his challenging call. At first |
thought it was an echo, then Tom
pointed toward a draw in the moun-
tain and [ heard it again. An elk was

R T T T s = i et

calling, then another and another, Until
then we had to be very quiet, but Tom
explained that once the elk started to bu-
gle to one another there was only one
thing on their mind and it wazn't us. 1
forgot about my cold numb hands and
my frosthitten face; this was worth it
We not only heard but we saw many elk
that day; this is where they lived and we
Wit qust a ammall, non-inkbruesive parl: o
the zoene that was taking place. As we
rode down from the elk country I re-
alized that we were so very lucky to
have this wonderful place to experience.
It wasn't easy. It was cold and snowy
and riding on a horse for that long was
tough on my rear end, and yet I will al-
ways cherish the memory of that ex-
citing day. Tom reminded us that this
was the home of the ok, the deer, the
bear, the swans and all the other crea-
tures that livie in this very special place.

Harriman Sate Park is a place to be ex-
perienced. It isn't easy, it's not supposed
to be. Wilderness is tough, it has all the
things that nature can offer and at times,
enduring them is challenging. [ can offer
you this consolation: it will be waorth it.
When you do go to Harriman, protect it,
preserve it and respect it. Remember all
the amimals that live there call it home
and we are their guests. <

A pair of trumpeter swans skim over Golden Lake in Harriman State Park




MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE DONATED $100+ TO HFF SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER

5,000+ | Pwt Bamnati Deald B, Hirdon Davéd & Crarm Robieson Joviim Lowa
Mancy Byaf l'nu--u!-rr Jeha & Wicky Hosghand Jack & Dimnne Mokl Saby Hail
[Eern T, Mirels Dumree Blackiay Greg & julie Hoftman San Bt Todd Pacs

Claas & Ay Moim Jotn N, Hysd Ll Pryifasdeh
1000+ RADHM & W Tim Hood | duy & Bacbars Saleman Jerry mred Fioitsn Pulley
Thomans 1. Baley Hanry G, Hur | Alan & Mary Sanitorm George Van Tuyl
Robort & Gal Bande Wliam B Ml S Sttt
Jot Bt B Hyde | Trosodoes /. Saheock
O Bach Villlism W I | B Soot Tha fofimity donated inind sanices for
Joies & Anbecen Champaon Iadaeas Fark Realty | 0. Bamry SBagn our recani Park Gy, UT fendeaising
lir & Wirs. Ao 5 Gates Mr Jan Jarrd Frad Sica @vant WWe appreciate B geteroun
‘Wilkam O, Gesger Kenion & Caral Ashnssn Desagiad & Lauisl Sldowiy puppon
Rick Hansan Gitaciey P, Jotwace Jerry & Mancy Sonkens
WO & Ll Jedailon Les Kapalail & Susan Fdawandsr & Elana Spear Jobe & Rabeces Champion
Jare & Lyn Kamg i mssay | Mictael Spayver [hewar Walley Lodgs
Shade & Ann Mumay D Keller FEobed & Gwer Sofnmeys Grand Susmit Holsl
Ed Podolak Sue 4 Toes Kama | Chuck & Judes Slankey [k Hanaan
Wallart vl W, Kbriscty Roben E. Stmwbridge (1 ool Husfier
Jmimie A Yairow Eaith Kansedy Anger Thomas Jura

Chisfles A Fimball Wagwed & Thomai Jetpd oy Wl Lowrhe
b Lo Grag Kagden Harcd B Yaled van Rola
Brent Cameron Dicrathy Hrschi B Walier & Sus WWakaos Sage
Fosimr Darvis FoandaSon oy Kniskrehm Suman Ward ey Sohva
Bbn Adelpiche Floeon by Kubatin TaaEr WWalsnabe Earira
Jarid | Kannedy | Wk B Shemies Laweon argn ‘WesEof Treul Bum 2
Dk & L | Treomas T. Lawson Acbed H Wik Warsish Asrg Sersind
Jamirk L. Pinasck Whchael Lew, DM.D Chares ddalond Waitem Fowgcs FF
John & Hancy Seyder | Don L & Hurdey Lewis Tere, Wity | FL \Winaten Red Ca.

::ﬂﬁ?-'ml Jim & Vickd Lisreilia Diwvaid F, 'eeric |

| . Ao RiEc=ard Yousg

| Sievn & Paula Swanei- Maorelh & Gl Ussabir ' WalMart Gift

Herezarl MEncy K Lyon

| AlasmrsdaEr Thisihd & e Folowing i Rox-

i Lo Mg MoGrth LTI whi workss 1 The WalMart store in

| Asbart £ Beadbury Cary B, MeHaly panBTREy on verous burg, [0, has made 3 cash
Bikce & Jander Giotony Flonala E. Maticn progcts for HFF This pear donation of 51,000 to HFF (o
Ed & Cindy Hikida Gongg [ Meassl
Handy Mealymi e & Susan Milched Wil ] D ABgSA [ aszist in our Youth Educa-
e & birs dacrs MeGehes (1 Gaan & Marifus Machsl Stan Avary | Hon project. Sqarsan Steinman
ekt MLadlan Liras & Jill MShun Mk Bansion | th il
David 1L Morris Ty Maoney Joal rd My McKinbey ISEI.}‘E 2 money i EUT‘D-'

!thfl;ﬂ John Moo Birghami ward the purchase an En-
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| Hhanry & Fraca Sueps e T et T 3 ,me-:._apewamhedmcdnl

| Feick & Cyninia Taie L wn Michals, 0,05 Dwfi Candnt | that will be used for class-

[ Wiks Orfnrakis flran Canner [ :

b s ke s imem | room demenstrations, HEF
&1 Do Rental Ine Rinki [ — | works with local EI-E'IT!EI‘IIBI‘}'
Tiesd Feclpcid Prierpen, Mada, (iaen lan Rt qu ar o educate
Laura & Jascn Allen B Geardion R Putnam Crarissd @red Irend Gates | ik b'l.:l I;H"I}:“'I'EHEH g
6 & Wil Alliscn Donald K, Ousrea et Cabtang | ot abou ry

| American Exprass Fdn Broce Aaakin & Kathisen | Mikg Groena Fork watershed.

| Ems Asabing Boora Chris Kirk

The summer crew have all departed,
'.:-.w:n:_'. Fond mEmMmories and & 5ense ol
gratefulness for the good work they

Af ...
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eu;cl,'m:pliﬁhl:d for HEFE, E_;|1j:|:1'i|1_1.1 a late
summer volley ball game are (front) Ann
Radill and Jason Scakaes, (back) Palrick
Dalton, Bentley Knight, Helen Downes
and Heidi Butterworth.

Ann is now doing graduate work at the
University of Montana, Missoula, Bentley
and Helen have returned o classes at
Washington & Lee University, and Heidi
is back at Colgate University. |ason and
Patrick completed their second seasons al
HFF and returned to their respective
homes In Ontario and British Colombia,
Canada.
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HFF HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

FLEECE FAVORITES
werh fell oo cmbroddered dogo

VEST 545
tullzip front, two si-p pocaps, Spandex walst

Colors: Biack (S—XL), Mavy (S—xL),

Gray (S—XL)

PULLOVER %55

Colars; Black (M

BASEBALL CAPS
W Paaligloer penhuroudghevpd

12
{remular prcs $A8)

Colors
Aed
Saga
Leden Groen Sueds
Hary Suade
Putty/Bark
PuttyMoss
Hurtar Grsen
Biue Danim
Black

“ 1-1“';
EahpkiElss Danom

hoss GroenBark
=
. [ F [Prica good fuwough FATLOR
Mig Eﬂﬁ

STOCKING STUFFERS
HFF LOGO HAT/LAPEL PIN %5

WATERSHED POSTER  $5
28 X 24 beautiful full-calor topo map of the
Henry's Fork walershod

NOTECARDS 510
Four full-color scenes of memarabla places
on the Hanry's Fork, 8 cands

=7 aa
~Q

EMBROIDERED PATCH 53 '

LOGO DECAL 53

Hunter Green (5—XL), Matural (L, ¥L). Red (XL},

nall-zep front, two side and one chas! pocket. spandex walst

KXL), My (L-%XL), Hunter Grgen (S-XXL)

welth fuli-2alor smbeidered iogd

KEHAKI TWILL 545
Heavy brughed twill . buttan-dawn collar,
2 chast pockets

BLUESTONE DEMIM 540
Prewashed 1005 cotton, 2 chest pockets

Both in sizes 5—XXL

TEE SHIATS
wilfr tef-color emivoicered fogoe

LONG SLEEVE %25

cuils
Matwral (5—L, XXL}, Sage Grean (S—xXL)

SHORT S5LEEVE 318
100%: heavyaesght colion, prowashod

Ceolors: Matueald (5—8), Loden Green (5—L),
Mavy (5—M), Foyal Blee (S—XL)

CLOSE-QUTS

FLEECE V-HECK PULLOVER
Grey M, L

POLD SHIRT
Havy XL

WOMEN'S V-NECK TEE
White, Yellow S—L

SI'!'GH‘T SLEEVE TEE
Prinfed Logo, Grey, Natural
M, L, XXL

100%: heavyweight cotion, pre-washed, nbbed knit collar and
Coiors: Coball Blue (M—XXL), Loden Green (S —L. X0L),

ORDER OMLINE: www.hanrysfork.com
Or call 208-652-3567, fax 208-652-3568
E-mail pat@henrysfork.com
Write: HFF, PO Box 550, Ashton, |D 83420

Idaho residents please add 5% sales tax,
We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover.

Please add 10% to order for shipping costs.
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Flows.continwed Trom page G

ogists and Idaho State University professor Rob Van Kirk, 80 cfs
balow the Island Park Dam will impaci the fishery. The first
threat is 1o juvendle trouk that were spawned this spring. Thae bicl-
ogists belbove thak kow Mows i the Box Canyon will eliminate
critical overwintering habitat and as a result the juvendle fish will
either migrate downstream until better habital is found or suc-
cumb i predation. The other threat (o the fishery is the potential
losa of next year's recrwitment, The majority of fish that spawn in
the Henry's Fork aboave Mesa Falls do so in the short sectiom of
the river called “Redd Alley” located below the Islued Park Dam
and above the Buffalo River confllucnoe. Past experionoe shows
that B0 cfs will pesatt in Redd Alley betng mostly diry an this will
reduce the number of fish that are able o spavn, which equates
to Fewer juvendle fish the following year,

Is there a silver lining to the low flows? According to Van Kirk,
the adult fish in the Box Canyon will likely find refuge in the
deeper poels that remain. The other positive nobe is that the situa-
ticm ooueld be worse if Fremont-Madison Irvigation District were
o have requested that the flows be shut down to zero at the res-
ervoir. When flows get bedow 150 ofs eroalion occurs to the con-
crobe gates at the dam, which is expensive to repair, FMIT, how-
ever, recimgnizes that pero lows would be disastrows to the
fishery and has dhosen bo support keeptng ot least 80 ofs in the
Tver.

It would be wrong for HFF to say that the low flows are not ser-
jous. We are very concermed about the situsbion and are working
hard to identify solutions. In addition to the threat to the fishery
below the Island Park Dam, HFF is looking at potential impacts

b other reaches of the river, such as the important spawning area
below the Ashilon Dam. There is also concern for the tri-state
trurnpeter swan population that resides in Harriman State Park
and other places in the watershed. Al of this is being factoned
it thee discussions on winber flows.

In addition to working with the agencies, HFF has consulted with
Trout Unbimited to help i prasible selutions to this en-
\li:mml:lehhnL'l'hnm‘u ﬂ'ntmna.i.rum'ﬂurlgb:lh
that we mm‘h[hrmuugtumﬂiﬁm;nd whithiout sufficient
ﬂpmﬂm ﬂwnpﬁmﬁ are limited, The Henry's Fork of the Snake
Emr'ﬂmqfﬂmwnr]d'ﬂvrrrbﬂthuﬁﬂrﬂﬂ‘uﬂnd&rWhHFF
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betieves that every effort must be made o protect this fishery.
Thw dry conditions are forcing everyone to reassess how water
hnhmm.grdhﬂupﬂlandhwwmiﬁhtimpmwmjn-
agement in the future, The importance of this river to the nation
amd to the area is known now more than ever. Inororal sogibheas
Tdahuy, the economic value of angling-associated tourism dollirs
is ot trivial and any boss of revenue as & result of the fshery be-
ing harmed Is significant.

Ther Henry's Fork Foundation was formed owt of conoem for the
river, Right nonw we are engaged in perhaps what is the most se-
rious issue that can face & watershed. At the same Hme wa ane
actively vvodved in the Harriman State Park Master Plan ef-
forts, advoating for protection of the park’s open spaces and
wildlife walues. Mow, more than over before, HFF needs your
help. Please join us in probecting the mver and its resources by
sending your donation o the Henry's Pork Foundafion. We
thank you for your support.

For wp to daw information on river conditions, please visit the
HFF web site or contaot the HFF Director of Opoerations, Charlie

Sperry. ¢

Henry B. Ellis Apppainted to HFF Board

At its regular meeting October 5-6, the HFF
Board of Directors appointed Henry B. Ellis of
Island Park and El Paso, TX, toa three-year
term on the board.

Mr. Ellis, a financial and management con-
sultant, has been coming to the Henry's Fork
for the past 20 years. He and his wife Flory
have a summer home in the Pinchaven area of
Islamd Park. Mr. Ellis noted that the work of the
Foundation on behalf of the Henry's Fork is an
imiportant cause for him and his family “to as-
sure that we cam share with those who come in
the future.” <

The Heary's Fork Foumdation ' Nonprott |
P.0. Box 550 Organtrtion
Ashton, ID B34Z0 Postage Paid
Permit 85
Ashyton, Idaho
Address Service Heauested

FProperty of:

Henry's Fork Watershed Library

PO Box 852

Ashton, ID 83420

208-652-3567
12 e The Valer o ihe River =




