NEWSLETTER
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Last Chance Telemetry Project Yielding Interesting Results

by Susan Steinman and Jim Gregory

It has been a perplexing question bo scientists and angiers:
What happens to juvenile fish in the Henry's Fork during the
winter? As Jim Gmﬂul}' said in his E'Enprlnh' TOO0 newsletter as-
ticle, radio telemetry technolopy hos progressed bo the point
wie could now slart to address the question. Last fall re-
searcher Gregory began the study with funding from the
Jackson Hole One-Fly Foundation and individual HFF mem
bers who sponsored radio tags. Fish four to six inches long |
were captured in the Last Chance area by Jim Gregory and
Matt Jaeger. Radio tags were surgically implanted by vol-
unteers including D, Mick Mickelsom, D, David YVanek,
nurse Ruth Johnson, Mick Holmer and Matt Vanek. The fish
were released upstream of the Last Chance boat launch, anc
thie first tracking trip book place on December 7. To help fund
the project, HFF devised a competition and solicited spon-
sors. The fish that traveled the furthest would be deemed the
winner or “Survivor.” The Sponson of the winning fish will re-
orivie HFF wear at HE‘I‘LI!}"& Fork ]:P.I.!,.' JIN0, ﬁFlmhﬂ': rumed
their fishes and could track their whereabouts on the HFF
wiebsite on the Survivor page. |

Om December 14, a4 second tracking count was done from 1s-
land Fark Diam fo Osbormie ﬁrlflp;«l' and select locations arowend
Pinethaven and Riverside. Reltny, Fred 11, Spence, and Ray
W mi.nir-{;. D December 29, I:ran:l-:in[a; was conducted
through mach of Box Canyon, all of Last Chance, and at ac-
oesgible locations in Pinchaven and Biverside. Twelve fish,
Raltovy, A Fish Called Don, Chief, Fred, Fred 1. Fizio Med, 3X,
Sq.wnl:l_-, Eiwel, Piscator, Fudy and 371, were not located dur-
ing that sessaon. E{:l}', Lost tweo wieeks PrHIL, wWis located. He
either went dewnstrearmn below Osborne Bridge and tlen
refurmed or was just missed om the r'lh“-'ii,:-l]'-i I:r.'u'Liﬂ.g trip

Whien the Erlr'kmg whis done on _I.':II'I1.I.|'II:1|I' 15, memee of the miss-
mﬂ fish were found. In additbon, Bill . i Peter, Adimbral |im
and 252 could not b located, bringing the total numbser of
rdssingg fish to 16, Since the entire rver is not tracked each
time (specifically Harriman State Park and Cardiac Canyon] it
is likely some of the fish were inone of those areas, The per-
manent tracking station informalion was downloaded and
showed that nine fish had passed that polnt between De- |
oFmiber 14 - ]anuar:.' 13 i

Mountain Alr Research flew the Henry's Fork from Ashton to
[sland Park Dham on _I.an.uﬂ:r'__.- ¥ 2000, MNine of the 16 :|11i.-q.1:|nﬁ
fish were located. One surprise is that A Fish Called Don was
located in Harriman Sate Park upstream from his former lo-

cation at Riverside. After searching for A Fish Called Don o |

determine if the tag was being transported i a predator, Greg-
ory fownd Don in Thurmon Creek, along with a large number
of juvenile fish that had also retreated to that location, Gregory
considers this significant information, and the population will
b monitored closely to sk when they actually mosve oot of
the area back into the Flenry's Fork.

An inbenshve search for the rest of the missing fish resulled in
thie bacatiom of four & e mear the upstream omanicd ary of Harri
mean State Park. These fish were not in good habitat, kad not
mamied for a while, and were therefore su «]:n*ct..*d b b s
The tags belonging to Chioo and Of-San were found on the
substrate at their last location. Harey's kg was buried in 3-5
inches of gravel at its location, and Dirake was found dead be-
neath 3.5 inches of substrate with the tag still in him.

S what doses ha ppem to juvenile fish during the winter? Of
oourse, the iudy is not finished so any speculation al this Hme
wondd meerely b just that, but we have abways known that
thene i an over-winder survival dilemma here, We didn’t
krvow 1f the fish were Bang somewhere unknown or if thay'
were being consurmed by predators. Although i is still foo ear-
Iy 1o knoaw the answers o Ihl*e'.l.-q_u..-e:th e, el W have some
interesting information 10 work with

The fact that three fish were [ound under 3-5 inches of sub-
strate 1r1.'.'[-i'r~|-.: :-.rh:v.'ula:i.-!:-n. f‘l.!lrhnug.h this behavior s baen
ohserved before, it will have to be investipated further belore
any conclusions can be made. It could be possible that e fich
were seeking conoealment as adeguale cover is Hmated in the
arei.

Laiven that mearly halt of the :r.'hil-::-1.1|.;-: are nob guaranteed be-
yorad the end of January because of battery size, the conlest
part of the study is over and a winner declared. Chammie,
sponscred by Larry Kibchen of Westlake Village, CA swarm the
furthest. Mr. Eitchen will be presented with HFF wear at Hen
ry's Pork Day in June. Thank you, Mr, Kitchen, and con-
gratulatboos

Thanks again to those who sponsoned a fish and (o the O
Fly Foaendaticn which funded the remaingder of the shudy Yona
can view all of the aphile) ard SERMGOTE ON Our webdike

[werw . hienrvsfork.com) on the F-Ll:'.'iw'-r;:-.u;r 'I'r.arLirl.g wrill
continwe as long as the batteries last, which should be !I‘l:-’.‘lu;.;h
mmid-March for the fish with the larger tags. When the study is
concluded, a full report will be available in the Henry's Fork
Watershed hibrary

A map of the latest fish locations is on page 4. &
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A Hate From the (Phacn:

If you are in the mood o push winter's slow pace into a faster gait, consider starting a friendly argument by
asking one of your angling partners when the new millennium began. Theusards celebrated on Januwary 1,
2000. A smaller number celebrated on January 1, 2001, but in conformity with the practice followed in prioe
centuries. Whe's right? Perhaps we'll only be able 1o agree only with the observation that reascnable people
may disagree.

At most, there is only one weak correlation between the Henry's Fork Foundation and which millennium date
is “correct.” But there are three strong reasons why that last sentence in the paragraph above is relevant to
HFF today. First, in a nutshell it explains why 100 percent of HFF members (all reasonable men and women,
naturally) are likely never to agree on the merits of any specific project or policy decision. Second, it reflects
the importance of selecting HFF's directors, since they are the persons who authorize and approve projects
and policies. And third-—you guessed it—board elections are coming.

Self-perpetuating boards fill vacancies solely by vole of the incumbent directors, but HFF members directly
elect more than two-thirds of HFF directors. Nominee selection is a serious job. Members of the Nominating
Committie work conscientiously in their effort each yvear to offer a slate of worthy candidates. Yet, even under
pur present system it is increasingly difficult for candidates to make their individual qualifications and phi-
lesophies known to an ever larger membership.

Is there a better way? Short of advocating any form of political campaign approach (one national election eve-
ry four years is more than enough, thank you), what modifications might improve the system? The first step is
to review the election process as it exists, Here is a quick summary of the current by-law provisions:

1. Size: Not less than 15 or more than 21 directors,

2. Qualifications: The only qualification is that a director be a member in good standing,

3. Composition: Fifteen directors are to be elected by HFF members using mail-in ballots. (Paper. No
machines. Mo chads. And every vole is counted!) In addition up to six directors may be appointed by the
board of directors.

4. Tenure: For elected directors, a three-year term. For appointed directors, one, two or three years, as de-
termined by the board. No director may serve mone than six consecutive years.

5. Nomination Process: Written nominations for both elected and appointed directors may be made by any
member at any lime. Members are welcome to nominate themselves. The NMominating Committee is re-
sponsible for reviewing all potential nominees and making recommendations to the board. Elections and ap-
pointments normally take place at the time of June board meeting.

Changes dictated by past clection experience and thoughtfully-debated compromise are reflected in the cur-
rent by-laws. As the Foundation continues to grow, what is a satisfactory system today may not meet our
needs tomorrow. I firmly believe that seeking the views of those we are here to serve will help your directors
and staff arrive at sound judgments. Knowing in advance we may disagree, your opinions, suggestions and
comments nevertheless are always invited and welcome.

Mow it's on to spring, with warm wishes for a good early angling season. And in just case you'ne wondering, |

side with those who, pointing to a calendar system that starts with zero, say the millennium arrive on January
1, 2001. That's also the day our new Executive Director officially took office-—we welcome him warmiy.

%,%MJ
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Area coverad by the Last mm:;uw This map shows the locations of the radio-tagged fish during the

January tracking sessions. Map Jim Gregory.
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Donor Honor Roll
The following have contributed $100 or more since November 1. Thank you. Winter Meeting and Mem-
- ber Reception
10,2004 SO0 100+ 10D+ 160+
Nl St Fouedibon Peckard B, Wiedy Holan Tl Alacs Gendp & Barsary Gnosy Lew & JI Man 3 .
Jackan bl Drm Py Fein Prissat 3. hetaiin :;:_-'rut{qcmlm Jome . Griflh Loy Mo The HFF Board of Di-
5. and L. Quiseary Fdn Eotenn & Lirwl Hicagis JL] Chinpopdk Tusicg! Thenin. & Kalbsbnig Moty L E
L Fouburick & Robarta Mde  Goovge & Ky Ancwnoe e Gintafoen Fiok & Sty Wt rectors will hold its regular
L0+ riemaonten Gas ndedres S K Dl Barelt John W, ey 4P W mangr winter meeting on the cam-
T Limwewrc Kaily & Assor Pl Bosaetl Jant O, Kampinn Franidn T (agood, 2t pLI5-|:|I the Ul'l.il"EI‘S-.i.l‘}"-l:l-f
Joka b Fabeos Chamsgias Tesry & Pag Lindiem Ball Bnsypins B & Ly Heres Eeready Oy mghd Ut-ih hz d3
Doraid (. Bexca Dossgter MeTinland Rartuies B, Bromn Chars M. Hari Seodl Padion March 2 and 3.
Wilkam & By Goge Shade & Aan Mgy J#l‘:-l-ﬁ E-:r- La ML Hipwaith Carclys Fedeanfohnt Bogt
Charers Hiresy Fredi . Sul Lewas & Mary jfrown sty g Timothy [ Poeadl, WD i x
Wil | Gockis Charitsble Fdn.  Joftey A Timmons Thaeras L Brown ¥ Jehe & Pam Wl Fir B Ao Pt ) A receplion for b:ul.l: Lake
Lipper Sraks B T4 Do L. Bofiches. W Cal & Ol Houglos s Pare area members will be held
1000 Parset & Mars 'Wan Fleet Erend Camiron BALAN George A, Huthieeg B, Broce Porie 1 i
] Firky Wiiara Wil J. Camams 1. P Herisman B 1. Prakaen on Friday evening March 2
Lyman H Gy Dhavie B 'Waod Sarvkrbre Cagterwall M, Ji Jwers Or. Giorion FL Futsam at the Old Mill Clubhouse
Yoon Chouingsd Lo | (hkaterpn Ension & Catdl Josrass Lea & Tew Fechurdien [Tﬂm &3{] fo &m P'_H_ 'n.H-._.
Gibbeoes Fountisbar 10h- Herk Cluieng Susley P, Jobiice Sharley . Rk ¢ will inct ial
Ruchard A Salle Grifih Bat Conpervation inberationsl  Bnan Conner Jartn & Joan Jobngton Wt o event will include social-
D Grssie Mlichued Busch Do L orway ity & Flzabath Wi Fobarl & Salty Fath iZing, a presentation and a
el Huki ey Camacha S Corson, WD, Wk Kibecly Fhacdion B, Soheock silent auctior.
iz iam hasmey Balam & Bakars fibbots Cheis Costrn Fares & Joan Lansche B Bk .
Fodge & Terees My Ldzchuimd Famion £ & S Gt Thuzm T Laseson B Wy Sogrhent o Caed
Heary Pogtt 1 Jobn & Vigky Hzagiard Jingi & Moy l"-lu'f Bab & Pl Ly Faul 0. Stwdey ;. 5 5
iy & Kay Proces Firten & Jnmads Hibak Gatwrioe i S0a Fosii s . Polly Light Eumey M, Se For more information on
i & S0 Quinsey o Jelico Carodl & Ret Dolson Tom Lot Pter Tt the reception contact Tam-
A3 K Wy Jo Thatiis Mty L Juch Nl Pary Dioevtinis Beande Macdwrde Lopl L Babry Mhomion my inn the HEFE office. &
Henry & Freca Swan Daryll & Sharrie Parkar Pad Dreimarsi Do & o Matn Lot M, Timbeny
Theoemits Terrill Bob & Sinan Fosmbeng Wby [rean Crazg & Jachop bl asommn Warhh Tuimt
Patdtk W e 5] Gramt Sohutier Adhen & Waey g Jm & Magren Mol adde Tvn Thernst
Jod B Hasoy Sryoer Feck & Karem | rbanis Carry & Moy M Ty & Varop Werdan
500 Peier & Facksl Tavkor Wa & Mapcie Feldoun Jeley blevon Hid Wi bbereviate Wigar
Lrrspes CRark, Je Wilam B. Lalbrsd, WU Greg B Wesse B Vakar
Jomes & Werdy Dverman Ry I Poiity Castlir Ery. "o Mokl son Mask & Maig Wernn
J. Ly Dpaga Wi & et Cablerr T T ddganeis [y [ eharg
hesdy (G000 Palscd Gibesn Jemwa ) Macked oy |, Wiy
J. Bty & Cow |, Wl
Ré& R Raffle !
Ii's TAX TIME .'lf.tjrr
E = ", " Don'f
HFF's popular RER Raffle fundraiser will begin in March with Gifis of Apprecinted Stock

winners to be drawn on May 1. Look for your tickets in the mail.

The Grand Prize is once again a "Fall on the Fork™ vacation con-
sisting of six days of guided fishing and fine overnight accommoda-
tions at several area locations. Guide services will be provided by
Trouthunter, Henry's Fork Anglers and Hyde Outfitters. Ac-
commedations will be provided by Fish Creek Lodging, Pond’s
Lodge and the Shilo Inn, plus an overnight campout on the South
Fork hested by Hyde Outfitters,

: Eazl : ok
The other four prizes include a Hi & Dri float tube by Buck's Bags, ﬂmﬁféﬁ?ﬂ

two days and nights at The Nature Conservancy’s Flat Ranch near Far the Henry's Fork Foundation
Henry's Lake, a Trident rod and Vorlex reel from The Orvis Come- mmﬂiﬁ-mam

pamny, and a set of HFF fleece wear.

OTC 418

For the s Fork Fowndaiion

Accouni #522-17050-1-9-220
= Fhysical transder:

L

Iy harve ewned appreciated siock for af leasf one yoar,
r]'rf'f;'ﬂ foy HFF gt B pnore D advard, 5 tham an
ecqanvarkeret cash gift. Vi domarion i.-.rrmg}w to m char-
ftable income tax deduciion for the fall marker value of
the afock. Mt ackdifion, you avekd Eﬁn‘g ciapital gans fax.
IF iz @ win-win way o ke a dr Tl

T e firmes below fuve 5ot wpr HFF sccounts (o handie
tranafers for us We ask thar aither vou oF your broker
noiify Tiarumy o HFF of your domallon, 5o we can give you

proper crechil.

e Securities
15 West 5, tmEIlz e, 1050
Salt Lake City, UT $4101

Electrarnc 1r.|r|.1=l:n:

Salomom Smith Barmey
Atin: Ellen Errch

580 Greenwich 5t Srd FL
Mew YVork, NY 10013
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Spring Water: Where Does It Begin? 55 g -
Tracing the Sources of the Henry's Fork T en — e ——
P ] " Fares
We could call the Henry's Fork “CHe Man River”™ with some ac- I:. Bl 'I-li ! u-l-.** 4 .-:
curacy thanks to reseanch completed last year by Lyn Benjamin, : e * | naadison L4
former HFF meearch assocate, and noss bn IndL-]JEnrlenl [ pes ! Flatss
sulting hydrologist. Her studies indicate that the water that bub- L Ll
bbies wp at Big Springs—the headwaters of the Henry's Fork—is 50 s H‘ﬂ [
to &0 vears old, while the water at Warm River Springs is over 100 "™ g i
1
years old. : -
Benjarnin began her research several years ago ot the Henry's " sann
Fork Foundation bo help answier water storage and How manag- e &
ment questions relevant fo irngation, fisherbes /wildlife and ree- o, !
reation uses, For example, with the low snow pack right mow it I Prachabong S Lk

books like we are beginning another dry spell in the basin. Dioes
that mean that the flows in the Henry's Fork will drop pre-
cipitously this summer? Benjamin’s research confirmed that
winter precipitation is the dominant source of recharge for the
springs. She looked at the recharge areas and underground
adquifiers that provide the water for the Henry's Fork springs in
three different timescales: 1) the iming of peak discharge at the
spring, reflecting the length of time it takes the snowmelt pressure /'j
FuL-u.- o b Frupagal‘.-ed I!h.rquh thie aqu.i[ew; 2 tha Imgth of e

oL

3
:

taken for changes in recharge to be reflected in changes in dis- e
charge, e.g., how long it takes drought patterns to be seen in
spring discharge; and 3) the residence time of water in the aquifer. Henry's Fork Springs Study Area

Water from the Henry's Fork springs provides 75 peroent of the
total baseflow in the Henry's Fork at Island Park Reservoir and 42
percenl of the total discharge in the river at Ashton. Bengamin's
study included five springs: Lucky Dog, Big Springs, Buffalo Riv-
of, Chick Creck, Snow Creck and Warm River, These springs all
liz o thie eastern edpe of the [sland Park basin at the westerm
(-dgr_' of the Yellowstone Flateaw volcanic fueld.

The Madison and Pitchstone plateasws are the common recharge
areas for the Henry's Fork springs and some of the thermal sys-
terms, swch as the Upper Geyser Basin, in Yellowsbone Mational
Park. The study shows that while the aquifers of these systems are
not directly connected, the Henry's Fork springs do interact in-
directly with the "hot spot™ under the earth’s mantle. The Con-
tinental Divide lies between the Yellowstone thermal areas and
the Henry's Fork springs, but the recharge area for ihe Henry's
Faork ﬂ-prinp: extends east of the Davide, i11-|:1:'|:.1'|:ng that the
groumdwater divide does not follow topographic features.

To answer limescale questions 1 and 2, analysis of the data
whariwvesd that the winter baseflows at 1sland Park Reservoir were
related to the three previous years” annual precipltation and that
anmual d'nclurgq; was related to the two prmfinu:. }rfar::' pre-
cipitation. This finding can be incorporated indoe models of Island
Park Reservoir operation because it provides a way to predict the
rHFH:ln.wnstrinE-drivLm streamiflow to changes FI,TI'I.'I.TFI,".

Bergamin presented her findings at the Henny's Fork Watershed
Council's “Stake of the Watershed Conference” last Movember,
and the study also appears as an article in the Intermountain Jour-
nal of Science special Henry's Fork isswe. Benjamin's research was
Fundied 'h].' thi I:Icnr:,r"x Fork Foundation, the Henrv™s Fork Was
tershed Councll, the US. Bureau of Reclamation, the LS, Geo-
|:rﬁ,i|::l Sum*c-:,', and the Idaho Matiomal Engineering and Environ-
mverifal Labsoratory throwsh a subcontract with Lleah State
Liniversity. A copy of the final report is available through the HFF
library. &

Watershed Conference

Participants in tha sewenth annual State of the Watershed
Comnlarance sponsored by the Henry's Fork Watershed Coun-
cil listenad to a keynole address by Rod Sando, recantly ap-
pointed Diractor of the (daho Depanment of Fish and Game.
Mr. Sando talked about the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
and its ramifications in ldaho, He espowsas *Praventive Con-
servalion,” a four-part approcach o prodecting reSounces so
theiry will el Bl brought under the regutatory control of the
ESA. Mr. Sando also praised the knd of “cilizen science™
madsbed by presentations to the conference that intenpet sci-
anlific findings in lay terms, enabling cilizens to make in-
fermad peigments about resource issuas.

The: Honry's Fork Watershed Council, cofacilitated by the Hen-
ry’s Fork Foundation and Fremont-Madison Imigation Dstrict,
rmepels might imes a year, The conforence teok place in Mo-
vembear 2000 in Rexburg, with abaut 85 attendees.

Hod Sando

[ Tl Vigicd of b Rhoir




Henrv's Fork Fosndation Newesletter O IWimier 2060

|| .

by Fred Sica

I I S —

HFF Executive DMirector

My first month as Director of
e Henry's fork Foundation
wiatt a whirlwind of new faces,
new tasks, and a sense of grat-
itwde. [ was sitting at my desk
reflecting my good fortune at
hm"jng been mamed the [H-
rector of an ofganization that
EACOIMpasses 1% its mission bo
“unid erstand, restore and pro-
tect the unlq_u: ruhm':,'. wildlife
and aesthetic qualities of the
Henry's Fork of the Snake Riv-
or.” It was at that moment that
the impact of this change in my
life's work struck me.

It was over elght years ago that
I wras first introduced to the

Henry's Fork. | was new o lda-
her, having come from a place
wikere flora and facma was de-
fimed by a twenty-acne park in
the middle of a housing de-
v:]npqn:nt. YWonn can img;ine

my wonder when | came up the |

hill from ldaho Falls o do
somithing called "fish the

shnrﬂ..-ﬂ}- hateh” from Warm Bie- |

er to Ashion. First of all, | had
never fly fished before. | was
told to practice in my back yand
after receiving some batie les-
sons froem a friend. As a result
of two good howrs of flogging
around with a pisce of yarn on
the ened of a borrowed fly rod |
considered myself at best a fee-
ble rookie, | asked myv wifie, Ka-
thi, if she would like to go
along with me, She loves the
water and | sort of told her we
would be going down the rver
in a wonderful mode of trans-
portation new o ws, [ was
called a drift boat. She askied
how in the weorld we were Eo=
ing to get back ko the launch
Area i.'FWEjLLHl floated down the
river. | puffed up my chest and
informed her that of course
thiey were just called drift
boats, | was sure that they had
eritors on them to effortlessly
carry us back to our car. The
next thing [ must fell you is that

iy wife has a life-long loathing

— Fortunate Stewards —

of bugs. She just can't stand the
things. She was reassuned
when | informed her that
stoneflies were under the
stones, she would not even lay
eyes on any of the creatures.

1 had won something called a
"guided fishing trip” at a Trout
Unlimited auction. A wery mice
young man picked Kathi and
me up at one of our local fy

. had expected a griz-
zled "old man™ for our guide.
This fellow was about bwenty-
five years old, well dressed
and, [ found out bater, a college
grad, The trip fram the fly
shop to Warm River takes
about one hoawr. During the
ride our guide told us he was
really looking forward to this
trip. It seems we were hitling it
ak just the right time. He gave

I weas amazed ab the speed
with which our g_ui::l.t
lanenched the boat, He helped
us et i and the next thing |
knew we werne floating down
this river. | looked at the back
of the boat and noticed that
thiere was 1'-|1rhin;5 there bt an
anchor, "Go back, we forgot
thiE rator!” 1 ],lr]l-ed. Chkr Euide
gently assuned me that all was
wiell. “You see”, he informed
s, "n drift boat does not have
a resbor,” “ﬂ‘}" was | confused:
this young man could not pos-
!i:'l;ll].' row us back bo our car.
The current was much too

ulnmg.

1 felt something climbing on

I: Ty Arme and looked down to

| seea giant stonedly, | brushed
| it off and looked back at Kathi.
| To my surprise she was all

us sorme tips about casting and right. The bugs
WS VEry un- wiene crawling
derstanding y | on her but she
of our ques- { didn't seem to
Hons. mind. | surmised

| that she was sub-
The first hint duing a scream
that I might by planning

| e in trouble sofmie very bad
wiks on the things for me
trip to the just as so0n a5
launch area. (e gﬂ_ ot af
W left Ash- this boat. She
ton and moved her hand
WERE in- slowly, brushing
were close bo It didn’t seem to
the river. do much good;
That's when they just kept
it happened. This huge bug landing on her. Our guide
slapped against the window of | rowed the boat to a calm spot
the truck. Our guide wasab- | op the bank of the river and
solutely glevful. "What inthe | explained that a drift boat does

wrorld was that?” asked Kathi.
Just then many mone of the
things were pelting the truck.
“Those are whal we are here
for! Those are the stoneflies™
b answered writh gusto, Kathi
BAVE e a ook somewhere be-
tween rage and sheer ternor, If
she lived through this she was

woing o kill me,

ned have a motor 50 we ooubd
floal the river in peace. His
truck would be waiting for us
at the take out because a shut-

! the service would deliver it

there. He also told ws that the
stonefly dioes not bite. [Fs quite
harmless and is extremely im-
| portant to the health of the fsh
in the river. He also informmed

e that if | wanbed to catch
any fish [ woubd hawve bo cast
the Ay e tied onand get it
ombo the water,

I spent the rest of the day try-
i bo bearn the fine art of
rru.'m:ling and d-l'!H:i.TlE thi hiosak.
I did have some success and
even landed a nice rainboay.
What | reenembor most was
the wonderful and stunning
beauty of the river, | re-
member the bald eagle and
the csprey. | knew that | had
discoversd something special
that day. | had fallen in love
with the Henry's Fork, and
wanted o shane this pl:m&

[ writh others and to learn all ]

could about it. Since that day
of discovery on the Henry's
Fork | have become a dedicat-
ed angler, and the circle of life
has brought me to the Henry's
Fork Foundation.

Kathi never did say a word
abaut those nasty stonsflies.
o s, shie fell in love with
the Fiver too. She is my fa-
vorite fishing partner and has
learmed to row and fly fish. |
have spent the last exght vears
with my eves and ears open. |
have made countless trips
diown the legendary stretches
of river with names lke Box
Canyon, WoodRoad 16 to Riv-
erside, The Ranch, Ora to
Chester, Coffee Pot Rapids
and, of course, Warm Biver to
Ashitom.

How lucky we are to have
such places to spend the time
aof our lives. How fortunate
we all are to be stewards of a
place like the Henry's Fork.
Thank= ta all af you for h:l.n;E
a part of the Henry's Fork
Foundation.

— Fxed Sica

The Foioe of the River
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Habitat Assessment Goal Completed

In 1995 the Henry’s Fork Foundation launched a major |
five-year program to assess the aquatic habitats of the

whole watershed. Thanks to a two-year $170,000 grant
from the M.]. Murdock Charitable Trust of Vancouver,
WA, we were able to complete the final phase of the pro-

gram this past fall.

Thie Murdock grant covered the final two seasons of field
work, 1999 and 2000, which concentrated on the streams
below Warm River. The final report on this phase of the
habitat assessment is being prepared and will be avail-
able in the HFF library by late spring. Some of the re-

sults of the research
accomplished over the two
sEaSONS are summarizéd
below:

HFF seasonal crews completed
stream and fish habitat assess-
ments in the Fall River drain-
age and the Henry's Fork be-
low Wharm River, They are the
first steps in building an un-
derstanding of the physical
system and quality and con-
nectivity of fish habitat. These
surveys, including water qual-
ity studies, provide basic data
for assessments by ies ne-
spongible for land and water
quality management and
niliss—such asldaho De-
partment of Fish and Game as
it deals with native trout is-
sues. These extensive data sets
are the scientific basis for

HFF's participation in Watershed Council discussions of
water management and development issues, and they
give HFF the credibility it needs to dialogue effectively

with agencies.

Also completed was a large river assessment of the main- |
stern Henry’s Fork through a contract with the US, Geo-
logical Survey. The data collected, along with our water
quality data, place HFF in a good position to participate
in the up-coming TMDL process on the lower Henry's
Fork. The TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) process is
an effort by the federal government to enforce minimum
water quality standards on selected streams and can

During the hot, dry 2000 spring and summer seasons one
of the important tasks we accomplished was to monitor the
low flows on the lower river. River management for irriga-
tion and hydropower water supplies during this period
caused extreme low flows in some river sections and stim-
ulated many questions and complaings from anglers. The
results of our monitoring indicate that extreme fow fluc-
tuations can be attributed, in part, to abe com-
munication among water managers and a lack of bio-
logically based instream flow requirements. We were able
to function as a catalyst as the issues arose, helping to focus
questions at correct targets and distinguish real from im-

agingd resource prob-

Signs of spring along the Henry's Fork. Photo by Nick Iffl.

lems. Our ability to
spend the time an-
alyzing flows, inter-
Viewing water man-
apers about their criteria
for management as well
as their flexibilities and
limitations, allowed us
o bring an educated
perspective to bear on
what might have been a
divisive set of issues.
Working with water
managers we wene able
bo identify the need for a
process to improve flow
management through a
low-flow communica-
tions protecol. HFF an-
ticipates that the
progress in working

have far-reaching effects on water managment and uses. |

HFF benchmarked eight long-term reference sites on the
lower Henry's Fork to track trends in water quality,
channe! characteristics, and habitat conditions. HFF's
goal is to provide a framework for understanding fish
prpulation changes over time. These sites will be com-
plemented with two more permanent sites (three already
exist) on the upper river during the 2001 season.

cooperatively with the ir-
rigators this past summer
will lead to closer cooperation with canal companies, with
work on fish escapement from canals, protection from toxic
chemicals and abrupt flow reductions as possible mutual
projects. We believe this is significant progress toward the
goal of commumity collaboration Yo improve the fishery
and sustain irrigated agriculture in the face of substantial
external water demands.

When HFF launched the Henry's Fork Watershed Initiative
in 1994, pur goal was to provide sound scientific data on
which to base resource management decisions in the basin.
Thanks to the support of major funders like the M), Mur-
dock Charitable Trust, National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion, Morthwest Area Foundation, General Service Founda-
tion, Brainerd Foundation, Bullitt Foundation, and
numerous private denations we have taken a giant step in
that direction. The Foundation has establizshed itself as a
credible player in the water issues arena and we have es-
tablished a firm and positive direction in which to move as
wie fulfill sur mission to “understand, restore and protect
the unique fishery, wildlife and aesthetic qualities of the
Henry's Fork" %

—
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Fall on the Fork is a Family

Affair

by Dauchy Migel, HFF Member

Last March [ sent a contribution to the Henry's Fark
Foundation that went to buy some raffle tickets. Imagine
my surprise¢ when in May I received a phone call from
Tammy Hallenberg that T was the Grand Prize winmner of
a "fabulous week of guided fish-
ing and superb accommoda-
tions,” Special thanks to Cookie
Thomas who drew my ticket out
of the box in the HFF office.

Az a boy [ had done some bait
fishing in salt and fresh water
with my parents in Rhode Island.
After World War 11 1 located in
Idaho Falls where | married

Fran, started a surgical practice
and set about learning how to fly
Fish. I was asked to do surgery in
many of the surrounding com-
munibies 5o that on many after-
noons I found mysell on the Henry's Fork, the Lembhi,
the Persimeroi, Birch Creek, or the Big Lost River. Then |
was asked by Aetna Insurance to be the “dam doctor,”
s0 while the Palisades Dam was being built in the 1950s
I would attend to injured industrial workers at the dam
site in the moming and in the afternoon fished the South
Fork where Palisades Reservoir is now, In recent years
my fishing has been mostly while floating the South
Fork in a small Avon inflatable. In the fall | try to be
thiere once & week.

When [ told Mike Lawson
of my award, he jokingly
zaid 1 should be complete-
Iy worn out after a full
week of fishing, Being an
octogenarian for a few
vears, | resolved to relax
and enjoy the experience
on the back seat of a drift
boat while a member of
my family took the front
and the primary attention
of the guide.

O September 25 an arctic
freeze descended on the
arca along with about a
foot of snow, Phil Chavez
of Hyde Outfitters called
to ask if I would like to
postpone our trip on the
South Fork, but [ had

cast, which promised good weather for the following
week, and we went for it. My son Jim flew down from
Spokane, and we were taken by Rod Bowden, our guide
for the next two days, above Conant Valley to start our
overmight float of 18 miles.

Chur overnight camp was in a se-
cluded clearing in an aspen and
pine grove in the canyon of the
South Fork, well equipped with
tents and kitchen utilities. Our
B genial host greeted us with a

g warm open fire and his wife with
hot cocoa. An ample supply of
sleeping bags on cots provided a
good night's sleep and we were
reluctant to get back on the river
until the sun came well down the
canyon wall at 10 A.M. We had
two great days of fizhing in glori-
ous fall weather, with pristine ambience. Jim left with
the comment, “It was the best two days of my life.”

On Wednesday, my daughter Ada, who isa junior high
school counselor in Idahe Falls, jeined me on our float
with Treuthunter Outfitters. Our guide John Harrington
took us down Box Canyon. Because of low water he had
to walk the boat down the river with occasional use of
the cars. Ada caught many fish but will probably longer
conlinuad on page 12

R RA?

Drawings May 1, 2001

including a week of guided fishing and accommodations
in the Henry's Fork watershed.

checked the weather fore-
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Special Volume on HF Watershed Available
Intermonntai Jouwmal of Scienee Pulbilizhes
an Entire [isue on the Hemry's Fork

HFF members and newsletter readers will be interested Lo
learn that a new source of scientifically documented in-
formation on the Henry's Pork watershesd is now available.
Intermountain Journal of Scences, a regional joumnal pub-
lished in Bozeman, Montana, has prepared a special issue
devoted to aguatic resources of the Henry's Fork Wa-
tershed. The issue contains thirteen papers plus a semi-
annotated bibliography, all devoted to some aspect of
aquatic resources in the watershed. Research scientists
from a variety of disciplines in the physical, biological and
social sciences were invited to submit original research pa-
pers and review articles on their research in the watershed.
Each paper was reviewed by two experts in the paper’s
subject area and subsequently revised to meet the sub-
stantive and technical standards required of peer-reviewed
publication. The primary objectives of the special issue are
to provide the opportunity for researchers to publish '|l'|.H'I.I'
Henry's Fork work in a peer-reviewed journal, to compile
all knewn literature, particularly agency reports and other
"gray” literature on aquatic resources of the Henry's Fork
into a comprehensive bibliography, and to make this in-
formation available in a single volume to researchers and
natural resource managers in the watershed, Much of the
research reported on in the isswe was conducted under the
auspices of the Henry's Fork Foundation. Publication of the
special issue is being supported by the donations of the or-
ganizations listed below. The volume was edited by Al
Zale of the Monlana Cooperative Fishery Research Unat at
Montana State University and by Eob Van Kirk (former
HFF Research Director) of the Department of Mathematics
at Idaho State University.

Funders for this publication include:

Henry's Fork Watershed Council

U5, Burcau of Reclamation

American Fisheries Society, Western Division
Montana Cooperative Fishery Research Unit

Idaho Department of Fish and Game

LS. Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Eesearch Station
Department of Mathematics, Idaho State University
Henry's Fork Foundation

enty's Fork

June 23,2007
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The izsue is 230+ pages, and the contents include:
1—Treface by Al Zale and Fob Van Kirk

2=—Van Kirk, K. W., and L. Benijartin. Physical and human
geography of the Henry's Fork watershed.

3—Benjamin, L. Groundwater hydrology of the Henry's
Fork springs.

d—5mmon, K. . Observed geomorphic channel response o
wildfire of Moose Creck, a spring-dominated stream.

S—Jartkovsky-fones, M., and M. C. Bezzerides. Riparian ecol-
ogy in the Henry's Fork watershed.

e—UBressler, D, and [. Gregory. Influence of stream habitat
and land wse on macroinvertehrate assemblages of the
Henrys' Fork watershed.

T==laeger, M., R. W. Van Kirk, and T. Kellogg. Distribution
and status of Yellowstone cutthroat trout in the Henry's
Fork Watershed.

&—Gregory, [ 5., and [. 5. Griffith. First winter survival of
caged wild and hatchery cutthroat trout in allopatry and
in sympatry with brook trout,

S—NMitro, M. G, and A. V. Zale. Use of distance sampling
to estimate rainbow trout redd abundances in the Henry's
Fork of the Snake River, [daho

10—Gregory, [ 5. Winter fisheries research and habitat im-
provements on the Henry's Fork of the Snake River.,

11—Van Kirk, R. W., mnd B. Martin. Interactions among
aquatic vegetation, waterfowl, flows, and the fishery be-
lowe Island Park Dham.

13—Van Kirk, R. W., and M. Gamblin. History of fisheres
management in the upper Henry's Fork watershed

13—Nowell, ., end |, Kerkvliet. The economic value of the
Henuy's Fork fishery.

14—Weber, E. P. Cooperative watershed management and
research: The case af the Henry’s Fork Watershed Counil

15—Van Kirk, R. W. Henry's Fork aqualic resounces bib-
licpraphy.

Ordering Information
FPrice per copy is $10 plus 53.50 shipping via priosity mail,
There are a limited number of copies available. You can
place your order via the HFF website at
; by telephone to Susan at 208-652-
3567, or by mail ke HFF, PO Box 550, Ashbon, [0 83420,

19 e Voice of the River




feary s Fork Foundaiion Newsfetter % Wirger 2007

HFF RETAIL

PROCEEDS OF ALL SALES GO TOWARDS
THE OPERATIMNG COSTS OF THE FOUNDATION

HENRY'S FORK
GIFT ITEMS

HFF LOGO HAT PINS 5.00
full color mesda pin for sther @ hal or & Laped

WATERSHED POSTER S5.00

a ol lopographical wisw of the Hisiry's Fark
cakdern, laminated x4

HOTECARD SETS 1000
four fol-pokol sopns: of memocabie piaces In B
wilprshed, 8 cands per sal

CAMNYAS TOTE BAGS 10.00

bk i camat mih Bosaundy stags & ktlers

-3

STAFF FAVORITE

FULL CcOLOR EMAROIDERED LOGD
SizEs X5.8; M, L, XL

THE FLEECE YEST 45.00
what can we sy, wo o have o leasi oo,
full-zip fron, pwo m pocikels, spandex
WAl COLORS. BLACK, HUMNTER,
HATURAL, HAYY AND MEW GRAY

-

BASEBALL CAPS

FULL COLOR EMBROIDERED Lo

WASHED CANVAS 18.00
LOW PROFILE

HIGH PROFILE

HFF TOF SELLERS

OHND CHEMIM

SOLID BLACK

SOLID RAGE (RED)
SOLID SAGE
SAMNDSTONE 7 BARE
SANDSTOME S LODEN
FOHAKLY DE I
HUMNTER/ BARK

SOLID HIFNTER

i i rE— . —

BRAND NEW
TO HFF

FULL COLDR EMBR0IDERED LoD
SizEs 5. M, L, XL, XXL

KHAKI DRESS SHIRT

45,00
100% cotion ey brushisd il with bufion
down collex, 2 chesst pockeds and caffs. Gread for
casual days at tha obica or negged days oulside.

=

HFF TRADITIONS

FULL COLOR EMBROIDERED LOGO
SrEs 5, M, L, XL, XML

BLUESTONE DEMIM SHIRT

40,00
100% cofton denim pre-eashed sofiness. Two
chics] pocioets, adpstably bulion culls

LOMG-SLEEYE TEE SHIRT

28.00
hdnrywiaght 0% colon, garsert dysd and
peo-washed, risbad knd colar and culfs
COLORS: LOGEN, MATURAL AND NEW
COMALT BLUE AND MUSHROOM

THE FLEECE PULLOVER

55.00
hew & improsad! Bl -rip pullover, beo skie
pocps, chesd-zip pocked, spandio waist
COLORS. BLACK. HUNTER, MAYY

FLEECE V-MECK PULLOVER
4000

quack-drying, full cuf with rlimend wasd mnd culty

Sge seam varts, ONE COLOR, QNFORD

T0 call 208-652-3567, fax 208-652-3568,
email tam or writs bo
HFF, P.O. 550, Ashton, 1D 83420,

mm1nluwurmmw.
Idaho residents please add 5% for tan.
We accept VISA, Mastercard & Discover.

The Varcs af iw Rover
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Fall on the Fork

conintued from page 9
remember the largest fish of the week that wouldnt come
up. She also enjoyed the dinner at Henry's Fork Lodge,
and then headed for home after being “sent off” by a near-
by bugling elk.

O Thursday, my wife Fran joined me, and our guide was
Kevin Sack of Henry's Fork Anglers. He tock us on an in-
teresting stretch of the Henry's Fork below 5t. Anthony
that was new to me, While walking back to us from his
parked trailer, he noticed some fish in an irrigation canal
about 40 feet wide and bordered by rather dense trees and
folinge. While I waded up the edge of the canal, Kevin
guided my fly casting from higher on the bank. Eventual-
ly I brought out a 16-inch rainbow, which we had for din-
ner at the lodge. A new experience, fishing in a canal.
Fran caught many fish and renewed her interest in fly
fishing.

My oldest son, Tom, who teaches school in Rexburg,
joined me on Friday to go with guide Bob Lamm of Hen-
ry’'s Fork Anglers to the west end of Island Park Res-
ervoir. After beaching the boal, Bob instructed ws in tub-
ing and fitted us with fins and sinking lines which we
trolled while kicking ourselves around the water. The big
heavy rainbows were few but exciting as they “sereamed”
the line from our reels and made spectacular jumps. An-
other new expenence for Tom and me,

O Saturday, my daughter-in-law Sharon Migel came
from Boise to join me. We were taken by Fred Gomez,
also a guide for Henry's Fork Anglers, on a float from
Warm River to Ashton Reservoir. Fred gave excellent in-
struction to Sharon on nymph fishing and a strong arm to
me as we waded out to seduce some rising trout with dry
flies.

We were impressed the entire week by the expertise and
patience of our guides, who knew the waters and could in
a jiffy tie on small flies that [ had given up using long ago.
The accommuodations for theee nights at Henry's Fork

Lodge were luxurious, the personnel very friendly and
helpful. They coordinated details very well with the out-
fitters, The chef 1s excepbional and ik was difficult to choose
from the many enticing choices on the dinner menu,
Thanks to the managers Nina and Mary for the arrange-
ments and help o all of us,

And thanks to Fran who managed the family trans-
portation from home, meeting planes and commuting to
the lodge several times 5o that everyone was there without
a hitch. For me it was very enjoyable and relaxing week. I
learned about new waters and new techniques for fishing.
And it was great fun to share the experience and beauty of
southeast Idaho with my family. <

visit the HFF website at
www.henrysfork.com

e Al G
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Pholos on pages 5, 8, % and 12 by Mick it

Sonprofit
Organization
Postage Pald
Permil 75
Axhimn, ldaho
diddress Senice Reouesied
Henry's Fork Watershed Library Copy
604 Main St.
Ashron, [ 83420
208-652-356T
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